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AMONG all the Reformed 
Churches, none departed trom 
l{gme with greater Advantage 
' than the Church of Evglavd, 
The certain Succeflion of Authority, as 
well as purity of Dcdtrine, and both 
maintained by Men as tamciis for the In- 
tegrity of their Lives, as Profoundnefs 
of iheir Learning, made her for a long 
time the Glory of the Reformation, and 
both the Envy and Terror of her Ad- 
verfaries. For this Reafon (he became 
the principal Mark, at which all Fire- 
brands were darted ; and no Arts were 
negledled, which might by any means 
raife up Enemies againft her, till in the 
former Rebellion, overwhelmed with the 
Multitude, Malice, and Wickedne(s of 
her Foes, cither her Preifts,. with others, 
were barbavoufly murdered, or ihut out 
from the Temples, and debarr*d from the 
daily Sacrifice : And Jirufalem it felf was 
made an heap of Stones. But though 
this did eclipfe her Beauty, and ( as fome 
thought ) well nigh defac'd her» yet fuch 
was the Sincerity of her Members, that 
thofe bloody Perfecutions did indeed 
raife her Reputation ', and made many, 
who admired their Conftancy, enquire 
into thofe PrincipIes,from whence fprang 
fuch wonderful Efieds, whereby (be 
gained no few Profelytes: And as, when 
the Heathens* accounting all fure, ere- 
died Statues to Dioclejian, with this In- 
fcription, SuptrRititme Chrifii ubiq\ dc' 
letdy the ttriftian Church foon after 
broke forth with greater Splendor than 
ever ; fo when our Enemies thought *they 
had raked up that long afflided Church 
in A(hes, on a fuddeii, and beyond hopes, 
(he.iofe with fuch a Lu(tre as ftruck 
Envy dumb, and her Enemies with M* 
miration, ai feeing the Fingti of GoCim 



it. And thus it might have long conti- 
nued, had there not been a falling away, 
and her own Pi/Iembers renounced her 
Principles. But, alas ! now her Condi- 
tion is worfe and more defperate than 
ever, unlefs God be her Helper. Kpme 
hugs herfelf, and laughs to fee the Mem- 
bers of t hat Church debauched, and that 
cfFedled by fome few Vipers bred in her 
Bowels, which all their Craft and Ii- 
duftry could never bring to paft.' The 
DilTcnters fmileand infult,to fee the worft 
of their Principles taken up, and pre- 
tended to have been always Principles of 
the Church of England. And as for thofe 
few, whom no Plagues or Penalties can 
force to abdicate their Mother, and with 
Rancour vomit up that Divine Food they 
fuckt from her Brealts; whilft even their 
Enemies commiferate them, thofe wh6 
call themfelves their Brethren profecute 
them with the utmoft Malice, as if no- 
thing would ferve them but B^ot and 
Branchy and they were fully refolved to 
deftroy that poor diftrefled Church, both 
Name and Jhing : And unlefs God of his 
Infinite Mercy prevent their implacable 
Defigns, to the eye of Senfe it fcarce 
feems avoydable. 

Experience may have fufiiciently 
taught us, That Schifm not only breeds 
ill Blood, but worfe Adtions; and not 
only caufeth Heats and Animofities, but 
often raifeth Men to that Madnefs of 
Zeal, that they think they do God good 
Service by the moft unjuftifiable Deeds, 
and barbarous Immanities \ and 1 pray 
God that thefe times may not too much 
fee] the EfTeiSb of it. Upon this account 
every good Man will not only Mourn 
over the DivlRoYvt <i>C ^\xWtvO"aQ^^s\ "^^ 
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Guilt of the prefent Schifin lay at our 
Door, I (hould think it ought to be my 
firft Work to Repent of it. And tho 
the Author I have to do with writes at 
that rate, as if he intended not to con- 
vince any Man, but reproach all, who 
are not of his Party 9 yet I will pafs that 
by, and do him the Juftice to examine 
whatever may fecm in the leaft mate- 
rial thorough his whole Difcourfe, and 
fo leave the Judgment to the Impartial 
Reader. 

For a tafte, at firft, what awkard 
doings we muft expedb all along, he 
anfwers my little Piece backwards, and 
begins at the end. And becaufe I faid I 
was unwilling to judge fevenly of my 
Brethren^ he thinks he hath no fmall 
advantage in picking up three or four 
harfli Phrafes, which dropt from my 
Pen : Ai if a Man could hare no kind- 
ne6 for others, who fon'ietimes fpeaks 
in (harp Language, when bitter Truth 
cnforceth him to it, and the Nature of 
♦he Thing will not be othcrwife expref- 
Xcd. But this^pmplaint very ill becomes 
him, who at every turn, on fetpurpofe, 
calls me by all the fconiful, defpicable 
Names, a malicious Wit can invent ; and 
fometimes gives me fuch ill-favoured 
Titles, with Threatning to boot, as if 
he had a mind to deal by me, as the 
Heathens with the Primitive Chriftians, 
who, when they would cxpofe them to 
be torn in pieces, drcft them in the 
. Skins of Bears, or other Savage Beafts* 
But this I can negled : For though it 
may recommend his Book to fome kind 
of Wits, yet it will certainly dilparage 
it with all Men of Senfe. 

My Anfwer contained only two Sheets, 
fo that it could be neither difficult nor 
tedious to have anfwered it as it lay: 
But, as if he were loft in a Wood,, or 
had to do with fome Voluminous Au- 
thor, he rcduceth it to Heads y but as 
there I followed another Man's Steps, fo 
/lere, to prevent all Complaints of foul 
/'-^ /ecmg our Author mil not allow 



me my own Method, I will follow hir • 
But firft, I cannot forbear to tell him. 
That I do not think that be hath done 
like an ingenuous M ui in thefe things. 
I. That he hath quite omitted feveral 
Reafons of mine, which were material 
as to the Matter in.Controverfy. 2. That 
when he mentions Topicks, or hints at 
any of my Arguments, he never repeats 
thofe Words wherein the ftrength of 
the Argument lay. 3. That he rarely 
makes any diredl Anfwer ; but ftiifts and 
turns it off to another Matter, like fome 
crafty Huntfmen, who being defirous to 
fave the life of an old chac'd Hare, and 
yet to gull thofe who follow the Sport, 
and think the fame Game is ftill on foot, 
ftart, and lay the Dogs into a frefli one. 
And in thefe three things confifts both 
the Artifice and Strength ( if it have any ) 
of his whole Book. 

The firft Topick he makes to be of 
Cburch'Communion and Scbtfme'^ and 
here the firft Offer he makes is a Side- 
blow, in ftiling us the N^^m Separatifls^ 
( p>3' ) Now Schifme certainly goes 
along with the Caufe ; and thofe pro- 
perly are the Schifmaticks who are the 
Crimmals : Now let Matters be firft ad- 
)ufted, and the Caufe examined, and let 
thofe be the new Sefaratifls who ftiall 
be found Guilty upon Tryal; and if his 
new Titles of Honour be not found of 
Right to belong to himfelf and his Party, 
I will confefs that I have been wofully 
miftaken. 

That we do no$ fatly but are forced tn- 
to this Divijion, I had alledged. This 
he faith he will anfwer in due place, and 
I muft wait his Leifure. But when he 
calls it a Spiteful ^turn^ when I defire 
that Author to fpeak^ ttfithmore Reve- 
rence of a Cafe of ConfcienXy if he had 
withal added my Reafons, it would have 
plainly appeared that nothing but front- 
lefs Impudence would have callc*d that 
Spitefiilneis. But to divert the Difcourfe, 
he tells me, That I have over-run the 
Point, For ( faith he ; the Ward Only 
is not 4^ if ^C^fi ^J Cwf^fwuc w<!» wtt a 
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'ihatter ofCcnfeaiience ; hut that the uhjng 
ir not taking tbi Oaths^ fs mly 4 Caff of 
Con/cience^ not matter cfDo8rine. But 
doth not the Strength of his Argument 
Jye in thU, That the taking or not ta- • 
king the Oaths is only a Cafe of Con- 
icicnce, about which wife and good Men 
may differ ? And doth not he by this 
means endeavour to reprefent it as a 
Matter of fmall Moment or Importance ? 
and I think this is not to make It a Mat- 
ter of any great Confequence. Or do I 
there fpeak any thing of Doiftrinei but 
ftricaiy keep my fclf to the Plea of a 
Cafe of Confcience ? Was not my prin- 
cipal Reafon this, That there was not 
any Moral A<flion, and confequentiy not . 
any Duty of a Chriftian, about which 
a Cafe of Confcience might not at one 
time or other arife? And if thefe may 
be determined either wa^, becaufe wife 
and good Men may diner, this will ei- 
ther deftroy the very nature of Good Sc 
Evil, or make the Bounds fo moveable, 
that we (hall never know certainly where 
to find them. But becaufe thefe and 
other Reafons deferve no Anfwer, let us 
fee whether he hath made the matter 
better or worfe by what he will vouchfafe 
us. It is only a Cafe of Confcience^ (he 
fays ) not Matter of Do^rine. What is 
Che meaning of this? Doth he think 
practical Cafes things indifferent , and 
that nothing Is of .noment but matter • 
of Theory ? Provided that a Man doth 
believe in general that Oaths are obliga- 
tory, is it lawful for him in pra(2ice to 
take contradii^ory Oaths, and be guilty 
of Perjury ? I confels, That I mould 
have a better Opinion of the Quaker, 
who denies the Lawfulnefs of all Oaths, 
than of that Man who maintains the 
Lawfulnefs of Breaking all Oaths: The 
one may prevent Perjury, the other en- 
courageth it without end. But if Men 
put fuch a Senfe upon promiflbry Oaths, 
as, contrary to their Nature andDefign, 
makes them to be no Security, I leave 
it to Indifferent Perlbnt to }udg^, viht« 
tber tbdt Mia dotb not in cffcSt vkvi^^* 



date all promiffory Oaths' and fet up fucli 
a DocSkrine as teacheih the Lawfulnefs to 
break them ; And I think we need not 
go far to feek Men who do thus. But 
this Oath (he fays) is a Matter of a Ci- 
vil Nature. What then ? Is not God 
appealed to in the taking it ? Is not His 
holy Name profaned, andhisV/rathand 
Vengeance provoked, if it be taken in 
Violation of former Oaths, i.e. in Per- 
jury? What if its Meaning be to be 
learnt from the Confiittttion and Laws of 
the Bjfalm? Has it rot therefore a certain 
Senfe and Meaning ? And if there be Sin 
in it, is it not a fuflScient ground to ic- 
fufe to communicate in that Sin, or to 
ioyn with perjured Perfons in their Per- 
jury ? But here he ftiamelefly infinuaief. 
That the Matter of our Difference is 
only Scruples ; when I had told him, as 
plainly as a Man could fpeak, That we 
had no Scruples. If a Man fhould en* 
courage me to murther my Father, or 
rob him of all he hath, ihould I make 
any Sciuple to re)e<£k the Council of fucli 
a Villain ? I think there is as little 
Reafon for a Man to raife Scruples why 
he may not forfwear himfelf, as why he 
may not commit Theft^ Murther, or 
Adultery. He (carce defervcs the Name 
of a Chriftian, who doth pot, wilhout 
any Scruple, condemn thefe Sins. 

After, this ibift, he next puts two 
Pleas in our Mouths, and then makes two 
Anfwers for his learned Author. Tha 
Firft Plea is^ mbat tvhen any TbiKg tm- 
laivful is made a condition of Comtnuni'^ 
on it ttill juflify a Sefaratioyt, As to 
which he tells us, his Author made An- 
fwer, That taking the Oaths is 710 con- 
dition of Communion wiih us y nnd 
jhett^d that the Terms of our Ccmmuni' 
on are not altered. This, indeed, he 
faid , but he never (hewed or proved, 
ror ever can. For will he fay, That 
the matter of the Oaths is not made a 
condition of Communion to all Men ?' 
Arc we not obii£<ed to n^^v\ ^^^*"^^^Visss«. ^ 
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Now whatever Ob)e(3ioni we 'ha? e a- 
g^inft the Oath , our principal Ob)e« 
Aion is againft the matter of it, as un- 
(luely, and un)uftly affigned ; and if the 
Owning and Praying for this be made a 
part of the daily Office, it is made a 
condition of our Communion; and if fo« 
then the terms of our Communion are 
altered. And thus he may fee that a 
Man may fooner prove the Oaths to be 
made conditions of Communion, then 
tt:Il of forty Things they are not ! But 
this will be done more fully after- 
wards. 

As to the Second Objedlion, he tells 
us his Author fays, Tbaf it k the Scruple 
about mix'd Commumon^ which hath been 
Jo long exploded among us y and. this he 
f.iys, I was very careful to pajs over in 
Jlcficc: And perhaps he did not very ad- 
vifecily to be my remcmbrancet: For I 
will not pafs it over fo now. For 
ihould I fuffer that to lye againft us, I 
ilioiild expofe both my felf, and others 
to a fcvcre Cenfure. But I have known 
Boys fet up a Daflm^ and then ftrangc- 
ly Iftugh and tryumph to fee how bravely 
they knockt it* down again ; and when 
other Men make our Ob}e(5lions for us 
tliey may frame them on purpofe fo as 
to fallen on them fome ridiculous Con- 
fequenccs, which they had before in 
their Head j and that indeed may make 
them Sport, but it doth not afiedb us : 
And I cannot think that this Author did 
believe hiinfelf,when he caft this Calam- 
4 ^o ny upon us, as^ think us fo very Weak 
and Silly to fepcrate upon the Terms of 
th»fe Enthufiafts, who thought them- 
felves Defiled in mix'd Communions* 
Had he ftated the Ob)e(9ion fairly, 
there had been no colour for his An- 
fvver: But fince he is refolved to caft 
all Slanders upon us, I (hall briefly re- 
prelent our Senfe in this Cafe, which 
will be fufficient to wipe them off. We 
do not fcperate from them upon the 
account of any particular Frailtiesj or 
af?j^ periona] Infirmities, or Sins. We 

^o not fepcrate from them for that they 



have taken tinlawfal Oaths, though t\re 
think them bad Men for doing fo; and 
worfe for hardening themfeives in their 
Sin by maintaining them, and encou- 
raging others to be as bad as themfelres ; 
good Offices may be difcharged by ill 
Perfons , if lawfully authorized there- 
to i and where the Terms of the Com- 
munion are Sound, the particular per* 
fonal Failings of a Man, in other mat- 
ters, afie(9:s not the Communion ; both 
S^udas and Demos may execute their Of- 
fice to the benefit of others, though it 
were to be wifhed, that fcandalous Sins 
were lefs rife in the World ; for a ful- 
fome Cup is apt to turn the Slomack 
againft the moft wholefome Liquour ; 
and Devotion is apt to grow chill, when 
the Offices of the Communion are dif- 
charged by a Perfon, whofe ordinary 
A(9:ions are known to be Wicked, and 
difagreeable to his Official Prefcripti- 
ons 5 but, yet this will not Warrant the 
violation of Communion. But the rea- 
fon, why we Communicate not with 
you is> becaufe we cannot do it with- 
out being guilty of Sin in fo doing, 
which I have already in part proved 
from thefe two Heads; Firft, That we 
are unjuftly difcharged from the Ex« 
ercife of our Office, which we ought 
not to fubmit to, but Exeroife at our 
Peril, being we aannot do it otherwife. 
Secondly, That there is evil in the very 
Terms of your Communion ; and there- 
fore whether the Oaths be made condi- 
tions of 'Communion or not, we have 
fufficient Ground to refafe your Com- 
munion ; and this I fliajl more fully 
prove hereafter, as our Author gives me 
Occafion ; for I am bound to follow a 
kind of defultory Wit, which like a 
Monkpy , in a drying Room, is always 
leaping from one Line to another, and 
though he never ftays long on the fame, 
yet he is never long from it. 

Whereas the Author againft a New 
Separation had put this Cafe, That /up- 
fofing the Stffeanrs to blame^ yet if they 
rilei 4SCordiY^ to tfanr Cotifctenoe/^ there 
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cculd bi no reafin far a SeforaHon^ unlefs 
it be lawful to fe fir ate from My (vbo fol* 
low thi d$8ates rf an orronious Con' 
fcitncc 9 midfo tbore wiU be no en^ of 
Sefaratimi to \^hich I did reply to this 
effe(9^ That though we may be bound 
to feperate froni> fome erronious Con- 
fciencesi yet it doth not follow. That 
we may lawfully feperate from all. This 
he calls another of my Blunders. But to 
prove that we may feperate from fome 
erronious Confcienoes, (and, I thinly 
we ought to feperate from no other; 
and yet Schiliti not be endkis : I gave 
this Reafon , TbM M erremom Comfei" 
ences bad not an e^ual influence on Com^ 
munion and good Manner s^ fi that it i 
not the erreniom Confcteneet but the no-- 
ture of the Thing ti^herein Con/Hence errs^ 
which according as it affe8s Communions t 
either requires a Seperation, or aSows a 
continuance if Communion i and parti- 
cular inftances I there propofed. But as 
if he were afraid he ihould burn his 
Fingers* he never faith one Word to his 
Blunderers Reafons and Inilances ; and 
yet to give him his due, he here endea- 
vours to fplit the Hair. For he calls 
me back, and tells me that his Friends 
fuppofition was this^ That though the. 
Swearers were to blame^ yet if the Oaths 
were not made a condition ofCommunim, 
there could be no caufe a(pgned far a 5c- 
peration on that account. But if I give 
him this* yet it is plain Force on his 
part, and to make me agree to his 
Authors Suppofal whether I will or no. 
For it was my Bufinefs to (hew, That 
the vSuppofition did not lye in our Cafe ; 
and I there not only aflerted but proved, 
That the erronious Confcience , con- 
cerning which we Difcourfedi wasfuch 
as did aficdt Communion. Now if a 
Man will always fay the fame tlung, 
and conttantly hold and repeat his Con- 
clufion, without any regard to any 
Arguments offered againft it , I muft 
allow that Man to have this peculiar 
advantage of all others. That he can 
never be Confuted. 



1 confefs I did charge his Author, 
That be bad not fairly flated the Cafe \ 
and, I think ftill, that it ought not only 
to have been confidered, whether the 
Penalties bore any proportion to the 
pretended Crime, but whether the 
Power it fclf had any lawful Authority 
either to impofe the Oaths, or inflid: 
the Penalties r For if that was wanting, 
than it is certain. That greater Iniquity 
and Injuftice could fcarce be commit- 
ted, then fuch unlawful Impofitions, 
and fuch mcroylefs Ufage. But here, to 
be even with me> he tells me. That it 
iff at my Mifial{e iforsf there be no reafon 
for the Scruples about the Oatht there can 
be no reafon for their fak^ to feperate. 
(p. 6.) Still he is at his Scruples, though 
in tScSt I had before told him. That 
if there be fuch a thing as Perjury, the 
Oaths muft without Scruple be unlawful. 
But to admit his Reafoning at prefent, 
yet if there be Reafons for Scruple, and 
the Oaths [be unlawful, than the Penal- 
ties are lln)uft as well as Mercylefs, and 
there may be Reafon to feperate on 
their account; and, I think, this ought 
to have been confidered as well as the 
other, and not fuch an eafie ftate of 
the Cafe, only propounded, as if there 
were no more to do, but get up mxl 
ride. And yet, after all, as tryumphant 
as he is, his Confequence is not univer- 
fally Good; for though it is not our 
Ca(c, yet there may be Cafes, wherein 
an Oath may be either lawfully taken, 
or lawfully refufed; and though there 
be no Scruple in fuch Cafe, yet a Man's 
Adions may be Warrantable, fo far as 
tending to the Juft and Uonefl Defence 
of his Liberty, when fuch Oaths are 
impofed with Un)ufl and Mercylefs Pe- 
nalties. 

But it feems I am guilty of another 
miflake ; for he tells me, 7h*it if the 
Oaths are Lawful ^ the Penalties how 
Vnjufl mid' l(igo/ous focvcr , c.:nn:t 
make themVnlawfid, But b.^ 5i^^s^^5^^. v^ 
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Difproportion ; and fuch they might be, 
though the Oaths were Lawful • But 
then I faid they were Vnjuft, in rtfpc6k 
of the Unlawfulnefs of the Oaths them- 
felves. Now to anfwcr this by faying, 
if the Oaths an Lawful^ is meerly to 
beg the Queftion, and to argue upon 
the Suppofition of that, as granted, 
which is the Matter in difpute. 

He will needs reduce my Arguments 
to three Heads, of which the firft he 
makes this, That th§ Penalties to be in' 
fliEted upon us , tvant nothing of being a 
condition of Communion to us, quatenils 
Minj/lers. Now I thought they had 
been inflidked already, but if they are to 
be infli(9;ed, then it feems there are 
more to come, and I was more in the 
Right than I was aware, when I called 
them Mercyleji^ for fo they were with a 
Witnefs; of which we fhall know no 
end, nor from time to time what they 
ftiall be. To fecurc Ufurpation what 
in them lies, by endlcfs Puniftiments, is 
to put the Ufurper into the place of 
God Almighty : For none but he can 
in Juftice puniili without end. I now 
begin to think, that inftead of ptttying 
our un)uft Sufferings, they will inflame 
what they can, and get thofe Barbari- 
ties put in Execution, which fome have 
threatned, for the Warning againft 
which we are more beholden to their 
Anger than their Honefty. 

But before he takes notice wherein my 
Argument pinchcth him, he pretends to 
anfwer what I urged as tht fatal Con" 
fequcnce of fuch Penalties. And here, 
with a great deal of wit, ( as he thinks J 
he tells me. That there may he Forty things 
which niity have the fame fatal Confequence. 
And if what he fays be true, is it any 
Ani'wer to my Argument? But let us 
however examine his Inftances ; and he 
tells us it would have been of the fame 
fdtal Confequence, if the Clergy had not 
/ubfcribed, &c. if they had not declared 
their jljjcnt and Confentt Sec. if they had 
no: taken the Oaths of Allegiance and 
S^z-asv/fc^ ////lifrxfiffr JQffgs H^gf^s^ and 



he might hate added, if People (hould 
Renounce Chriftianity, which I fear 
many are Itrongly tempted to, whilft: 
they hear the Miniftersof it Preach away 
God s Commandments, and thofe wha 
ought to be the fevereft Enemies of all' 
Wickednefs, to Canonize Perjury and 
Injuftice for Chriftian Virtues. But to 
anfwer his particular Inftances i WiR he 
fay. That either the things commanded, 
or the Authority commanding, theniwas 
unlawful ? If not, how comes it up to 
our Cafej or how could they )uftly be 
made a ground of Separation ? But he 
would not fee wherein the Fatality cf 
the Confequence I urged lay 5 which if he 
had pleated to do, he might have fpa red 
all his Inftances, though he had had 
Forty more, Suppofe the Cafe thus j 
a Government requires fomething to be 
done, which is finful and unlawful, with 
which if the Clergy will not comply, 
they (hall be difcharged from the Exer- 
cife of their Fandion and Duty. Now 
in fuch a cafe, God forbids Compliance ; 
and if they are bound to fubmit to the 
Government, and ceafe from the Exer- 
cife of their Miniftry, upon Non-com^ 
pliance ; then it will lye in the Power 
of the Civil Government, whether God 
fhall be worlhipped in the Land or not. 
For fin we muft not ^ and yet if we muft 
acqulefce under the Penalty, for not 
complying, then it is in their Power to 
difcharge every Man from his Duty; 
And therefore in fuch a Cafe I (ay we 
muft do our Duty at our Peril $ wcmuft 
do well, and^be content to fuffer 111 ; we 
have no Remedy in fuch Cafe, but to 
bear our Crofs. And to avoid or expl 3de 
the Doctrine of the Crofs here, were in 
the confequence to thruft Chriftianity 
out of the World. Of this not a word ; 
and indeed our Author's great Skill lyes 
in avoiding, not anfwering , Argu- 
ments. 

He farther adds. That the Penalties, 
though great, are neither uttjuft or mer- 
cilefsy if the Government is not othertviji 
to he [eenred* What ! not though the 
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thing commanded be Sinful? Maya 
GoTcrnment then cnjoyn Wickednefs 
under the feTcreft Penalties , if it be 
thought for its Security, and yet be 
blamelefs ? There are a fort of Men are 
ftrangely careful for fome Governments, 
and what a fmall ado is required to 
cftabliih a Throne in Unrighteoufnefs, 
and after all, it will never be done ; biit 
either this will not fccure the Govern- 
ment according to your Principles, or 
it may be without it. For I iVjuft in- 
treate you to rememb.r a common 
D.ftircSlion amonglt your felvcs, I mean 
that battfeen Goverti'/jctit tind Govern* 
fiurs ; and then be pleaHird to cjII to 
mind who it is, that exprcfly fnys, Tirft 
the Oath is to th.' Government^ not to 
the Perjnn. NuW fuppofe a Man fliould 
take the Oaths with a defign, at the 
fame lime, to fecure the Government, 
by putting it into other Hands; I can- 
not fee but that a Man may lawfully do 
thus upon your Principles ; and yet this 
were to make an Oath the moft detefta« 
ble Cheat that ever was known, or heard 
of. Sure the Eyes of Govcrnours will 
one time or other be opened to fee, that 
thefe Men really ftrip them of all Se- 
curity. 

jiU ear Churches f faith he) arecfen^ 
(p'S'J and every one fiiniiihed with 
a bold Swearer ; But what's this to the 
purpofe? Or how does it anfwer the 
Cafe I put? For may they not on that 
account be (hut at any time, and for a 
longer time, than they were in the 
Keign of K\n% John? And let medefire 
you, Sir, to remember, though you 
have (hut us out. That the Church is 
not tyed to the Walls, but follows the 
Authority, of whtch we (hall Difcourfe 
anon. What he means by his Propor- 
tions of I200O. to 16000. and 2000. 
to 1 0000. I cannot imagine, unlefs it 
be to expofe the Apoftacy and Iniquity 
of thefe Times, which none before can 
parallel : If he mean to upbraid us 



Reproach ; for Argument In this Cafe, it s 
is none, or of no Force ; for it might 
as ^^ell have been pleadCKl agalnft the 
Church in Elijah's time, and he might 
for the fame Reafon have condemned 
all Chriitians in general, becaufe Chrift 
calls them his Little Flocks 

Whereas I alledged and pro7ed, ThMt: 
the Oaths mere made a condition of Com* 
munion to m^ quateniis Mtmfters. He 
could not deny this, only it feems we 
muft be like Pelicans in the Wilderncfe, 
and none muft come near us j For if 
me mill feparati we may , but then we 
mi(fi Jeparate alone : For tlje Pstfle can'- 
notjoyn with ut Without beir^ guilty ef 
a notoriof/s Scbijm. ( p.%, ) Kuc if Mi- 
ni Tiers fall under & Deprivation, which 
hath neither Caufe for the Grpund, nor 
Authority for the AA, and confequent- 
ly is null and void in it felf ; May not a 
MInifter's own Flock joyn with him 
without beirg guilty of notorious 
Schifm ? And if other Minifters will not 
only juftifie fuch uujuft Proceedings , 
but greedily rob them of their lively- 
hoods, and enter upon their Charges $ 
May not thofe, who receive the Wrong, 
feparatcly do their Duties ? But here he 
objedbs, That this k nothing to the People, 
of whomf as Church Member Sy thz is nc^ 
required. And this { he fays ) is a ten" 
der Point , and mhat I durft not touob 
uton. The Point indeed is tender; and 
tnough I had not Courage enough to 
fwcar, i.e. to be Perjured, yet my noWe 
He(9x}r (hall find, that I dare do any 
thing that is Honeft. It is not the Oaths 
in themfelves , nor their taking, or our 
refufing, upon which we merely juftifie 
the Separation, but it is the influence 
thofe Oaths have upon Communion, and 
that is fuch as will not only juftifie, but 
oblige the People, as well as the gapifts /• P 
to feparate : And if this be fo, then it 
is your felves muft Separate alone, be* 
caufe the People ought not to va'*^ 



with the fewnefe of our Number, \t is 
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Matter and Sobftance of thofie Oaths 
Is put into the Prayer? of the Church } 
and fo far it becomes a condition of 
Communion to all Perlons. For to 
every Prayer the People are required 
to fay Amefi ; and they are not left at 
their Liberty to )oyn in what Prayers 
they will, and not in others, bat are 
required not only topyn, but to tcftifie 
their )oyning in all ; their Amen fuppo« 
fes their )oynt confent, concurrencei 
and approbation. What People are en- 
)oyned in the folemn Woiibip to pray 
for, is made a condition of Communion 
to them y and if it be Sinful, will not 
only )uftlfie, but require a Separation : 
For what I miay not fwear, though 
but once , I may piuch lefs pray for 
daily ; nor can there be a greater af- 
front offered to the Divine Goodnefs, 
than by folemn Prayer to endeavour to 
engage it for that, which, at the fame 
time, I condemn as lln)uft and Wick- 
ed. How can I joyn with thofe, in every 
time of whofe folemn Worihip , I am 
required more then once to pray to 
God, that he would approve and proC-^ 
per the breach of his Commandments, 
and moft fignally and notorioufly the 
Fifth, Sixth, a-nd Eighth? To pray not 
only for that which is highly unjuft, 
but alfo for the PiG^perity and Conti- 
nuance of it, is that which no Chri- 
ftian ought to do ; and where he is 
enjoy ned to do it, he not only may, 
but ought to feparate from fuch -, and 
fo I leave others to judge, whctner 
there be any Rcafon for thf People's non 
Communton^ (as he Styles it. j Mier 
Rcafons 1 could add, but becauie the 
Author of The Caution agnifift Iv^Jjli- 
ency has clearly proved , That thofe 
who think the Oatlis unlawtul ought, 
for the lame Reafon, to condemn the 
^}^ Prayers, which relatejt he Milter of the 
Oath, and confcquently ought not to 
Joyn, where they, by being inferted 
In tbt dji]y Office, are made a coudi- 
i/ou ofCcmmunion / / rtitv to that for 
^GT^ /ij// SjiM^dton in that particu-'.^ 



lar. Only this I (hall add, that in coo-; 
clufionof the Church Prayers we re- 
turn Thanks to God, Pf4o hath given 
1H Grace with one accord to mat(^ our 
Prayers and Supflicatims. Now let 
Men pretend what they will, in repeat- 
ing this Prayer cither they fay true or 
falie ', if they fay true, then they juyii 
in thofe Prayers which contain the 
Matter of the Oath ; but if they da 
not joyn in thofe Pi ayers , then this 
Prayer is a lye in their Mcuths. 

Yet there is one thing more I (hall 
propound, That though perfonal Failings 
of any Man ^re not a good Warrant to 
others to abftain from Communion, 
whether nevcrthelcfs the Teaching , 
Preaching, and Maintaining Immorali- 
ties, and Opinions deftrudlive of Chri- 
itian Practice, may not as well juftifie 
a Separation from fucly as Errors in the 
Faith ? For though our Aclvcrfaries do 
not fay, That Perjury is lawful, yet they 
argue upon fuch Principles, as if there 
could hardly be any (lich thi:ig: They 
make Oaths to be no Security to any 
Governours, which is enough to make 
all Governours hate and root out that 
Religion which teacheth fj. The tffldt 
of their Difcourfe tends to the dcilroy- 
iHg of all Faith, Truth, and JiiRice , 
amongft Mankind ; than w hich nothing 
can be more fcandaloui or dangerous to 
that Religion, which ptefcribcs and re- 
quires ihe hi^htlt Simplicity and Since- 
rity. And this thing alone, I think, may 
go a great way towards juftif)ing a Se- 
paration fiom fuch Ferfons. 

From what hath been faid, the Anfwer 
Is e?fi. to what follows : For il is appa- 
reni,Tiui ii is not barely a Poiitica'Secu- 
rity rtquirtci ot us ; ur do »v ( and G^d 
foiUd cither we or any others Ihould } 
B^V'hge our PVrcftgj iifon the Chjrchy as 
he malicionfl) infiimates: But we p:c- 
l^rvc our own Innoccncy, and, what in 
us lyes, by lawful and honeft Means, the 
Chuiches Puiity and juft Authority $ 
thou^fe v.e V\twt\4 mourn t That the 
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put us upon the neceility of taking the 
Courfe we now do. 

As to that, which he calls my fecond 
Argument, he tells me in the Firft place, 
That f proceed upon a groJS Mifiak^^ by 
confounding Deprivation with Degrada- 
tion 't and yet, with his leave, the Miftake 
was not mine ; for I called it Depriva- 
tion, as he doih^ I never mentioned 
Degradation. But if the Civil^ Power 
!nfii(% a Penalty under the name of 
Deprivation, whicfi tantamounts to a 
Degradation, I could only argue againft 
it as it was. Now , to take away a 
Character, and make it eternally ufelefs. 
Is in tStdi the fame thing ; and this is 
the Cafe; we are not only deprived of 
our Livelihoods, and ihut out from our 
proper Cures^ but perpetually difcharged 
from the Exercife of the Minifterial 
Fun<5lion, unlefs we will fin againft the 
kribwn Laws of God and the Land, and 
the Didlates of our own Confciences; 
which we ought not, upon any account, 
to do : And I think this wants very little 
of being equivalent to a Degradation, 
let them call it by whit Name they 
will. But what iifthe Civil Power never 
fo much as thought of your Diftindlion ; 



Emperorsi who fet themfelvcs agahifl 
Chriftianity it felf, Banifti'd the Bifliopr, 
aind Martyr'd others, they did but de- 
prive them ; they would not for all the 
World Aire have thought of degrading 
them. And after all, what if your new 
Matters do affert that Power in them- 
felvcs? You know many of them are 
Eraflfans; and how much fuch Men fet by 
your Diftindlion,youcan fcarcebe igno- 
rant.* But to go a little farther with you, 
thofe:Men who pretend to make Laws,are 
commonly prefumedbeft to underftand 
their Meaning, Now it is not long fincc, 
that a haughty Member of the Conven- 
tion plainly told me, That it was in 
their power to take away our Orders, 
and Unprieft and Unbiftiop us ; for 
which he gave this worihipful Reafon, 
That the Legiflative Power ought not 
tbbeftinted : And thus neither the Au- 
thority nor Eftabliftiment of God him- 
fclf, or his Chrift, nor the Bounds of 
Good and. Evil, muft be fufFered to fet 
any Limits to a proud pragmatical Con- 
ventioner. By this you may fee, That 
the Saviours you adore, reckon, That 
our being at any time in Statu quo^ lyes 
wholly at their Mercy ; and that even 



as I am apt to think they little Regardtfl your fclves, if you do not abfolutely 



it ? When the High-Prieft and Rulers 
of the Jews firft confulted and refolved 
amongtt ihemfelves, flraitly to threaten 
the Apoftlesy that theyfieak^ hencefmh to 
no Man in this (i. e. Chrift* s) Name^ 
{ASl.^ 17. ) and after put their Re- 
folves in Execution, exprefly comman- 
ding them, not to Speak^ataU, nor Teach 
in the Ndme cf Jefus, ( verf. 18.) do you 
think they troubled their heads with 
your Diftindlion of Deprivation and De- 
gradation ? And how much is our Cafe 
aifllerent? For we are obliged, what 
in them lyes, either not tofpeak in that 
Name, or to a(% contrary to it ; and 
therefore I think we may very juftly 
take up the Apoflles Anfwer, Hither 
it be right in the Jight of. God^ to hear^ 
kstt vmo yw^ more than mto Goi^ judge 

y^.fm/.i^,) Hiicn the HulYvca 



pleafe your new Matters, and go through 
Stitch , Right or Wrong , wiih their 
Commands, can pretend to little Benefit 
from your CharaAer or Oi-ders. Befides, 
I have lately heard of a Man, who hat Ix 
accepted a Commiffioa to vifit all the 
Exempts in the City of London, and 
within Ten Miles of it ; by Vcrtue of 
which, for any thing I know, a bufie 
Chego-pated Prieft, may infolently at- 
tempt to Vifit his Mctr6politan ; And 
whether this may not be improved in 
time to grant by CommiflSon the Exer- 
cife of Epifcopal Jurifdicftion to any 
Perfons, whom they pleafe, without 
Regard to Orders, I cannot fay, but I 
think it is a prety Step, and fair A$k^-«s^"^ 
towards \\.* . ^^ ^w -«. 
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Argument ; for it is that, Mrhich is the 
Concern : And here he deals moft dilin-- 
genioufly by me. For, Firft, in reciting 
my Argument, lie leaves out thoie 



Sl Man in Fafiiion. The firft is this, 
TVtietbtf a Bt/kop iufy Cwifinrated, or a 
Mimjler duly Ordained^ frtaj not be law-* 
fully Suffinded and Deprived from the 



Words, which would have cleared my Execution of bn Officeyby the Secular 
Meaning; and others, wherein ihc ' Po^er^ where thtre is fi^cient l^ajon for 



Strength of my Argument lay. Next, 
he Sums up my Argument falfly, and 
not in my Senfe: And after this, he 
gives no dire(9: Anfwer to it, but raifeth 
three Qiieftions, and thbfe too for the 
hk* of ibme Anfwers he had found in 
Archdeacon Mafon; and thofe Anfwers 
come not up to the Cafe. Such mighty 
pains are fome Men at to fay nothing to 
the purpofe. But however we muft 
wait his Motions.^ 

My Argument he Sums up thus, Tbae 
being they ( i. e, the Clergy, ) receive 
their Anthorityfrom God, no Civil Power 
can di fable them from the Exercije of 
their Diuy : And if it dothy they are bound 
to cjuit the Communion of the Churchy 
tvherefo di fabled. Now I was fo far from 
fimply affcrting, That the Civil Power 
cannot difable them from exercifing their 
Funcftion, that I there inftanced in Ca- 
fes where they lawfully might. But ^s 
he has worded it, he confutes himfelf. 
For if they exercife only ( as he calls it ) 
their Duty, it is certain no Civil Power 
lawfully can difable them from the 
Exercife of it. And if he grant it 
their Duty in that Cafe, he )u(lifies them : 
For no Man ought to be hindred from 
difcharging hisDuty. Nor did I fay , That 
they are bound to (fttit the Cvmmunion of 
the Churchy where Jo difabled: For the 
Church might own them, when the 
State difallowed them. I (aid, in fudi 
Cafe of unjuft Deprivation, they'might 
exercife their Office at their Peril •, which 
cither might be done in the Church, or 
in Separation from that particular 
Church, according as the Do&rines 
there taught, and the Terms Of Com- 
munion in it ftood. 
Tj^e Ar^rument bang thus filfly rc- 
£^^^nted, be^anfwersitmthQ^tfCiOXiu 
^^^W€thod, Ifuppofe, is new, and he 



it ? Now this Queftion plainly anfwers 
it felf. For I think any thing may be 
done, for which there is afufficientHea^ 
fon 'j and he is a very hard hearted Man« 
who will not allow him this. But then 
there are other Qieftions to be asked, 
v\X: What is, inluch Cafe, a fufficient 
Reafon? Whether there be fufficient 
Reafon in this particular Cafe? And 
laftly, fif he pleafe, ) Whether no Au-. 
thority in the Deprivers, and no Crime, 
as to them, in the Deprived, be a fuf- 
ficient Reafon for Sufpenfion or Depri- 
vation ? It is an odd way of anfwering 
a Man in a particular Cafe, to float, in 
generals, and keep as far from the Que- 
ftion as may be; but perhaps he will 
mend that anon ; at prefent we muft 
attend to the Solution of his Qneftion, 
which in his Singular way he performs 
by reciting two Ob)e(!%ions, and as many 
Anfwers to them, from Mr. Mafon. And, 
to make (hort work, I will grant him 
all that M^fon fays, wliere there iss as our 
Author calls it, aft^itnt^e^jonforfo 
doing ; and I hope he would 4iot have it 
done without or againft I^eafon. And 
fo, pafRng by the A(Jk of Parliament, 
which he hath left me to pcrufe at lei- 
fure, till I have more fparc time, I will 
diredly come to his fecond Qijeftion, 
and try whether he hath any better For- 
tune there. 

He is not agreed with hmifelf,Jiow 
he (hall word his fecond Queftion ; and 
therefore I will fet down that, where 
he expreiTeth himfelf moft at large, and 
maintains the afirmative; Whether it 
may not be lawful for the Secular Power 
to deprive Perfins in Orders^ for Crimes 
committed againfi the State^ and parti' 
cularly^ upon f^ufal to give Security to 
the Government jw lUvr ?eat%a^U Be- 
hmww «id ^egi«nw^ b) 0*\\i> Te^ 
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lie aflSrmsi aneihe fays I exfrefly deny ; 
which is exprefly falfe, as may appear 
from thofe very Words of mine, which 
he hath cited to prove his Affertion : 
For there I did allow a Deprivation by 
the Secular Power, where either the juft 
Cenjkre of the Church had pajjed on atiy, 
or they did merit Depcfnion j and that I 
think they may do, though a Cenfu: e 
be not adlually paflid upon them. But 
if you will have the Deprivation valid 
even to (heir acquicfcence, where the 
Secular Power, or that which calls it 
felf a Secular Power fays, that a Crime 
is committed againll it, you mult not 
only jiiftifie Qieen Mary in Depriving 
Edward the Sixth's Bilhops, but you 
muft condemn thcfe .deprived. Bifhops 
for making a Schifm, and not Joyi.ing 
in Communion as Laymen, i. e, that 
they did not turn Papifts. 

But let us examine his Defence. I 
atijwcr (faith he j with Mafon, iVaere 
wof the Acl of the Chinch^ in the Depor 
fiticn qf Abislhar? And sphere mas the 
EccUfiaflical Crime be u^as charged with ? 
Did Majin then ufe thus to anfwer 
with Qiieftions ? But your Qneltions 
fliall have Anfwers however j And, Firii:, 
I think it not very clear whether the 
Jewifti Church did afford fo fufficient an 
Eccltfi.jftical Remedy againft their Cri- 
minal High Prieft, as the Chriftian 
Church doth againft Criminal Bilhops; 
and if fo; .then it was altogether necef- 
fary both for Church and State, that 
thei« King, who was of God*sownapt> 
pointment, and fomething more than 
a mere Secular Perfon, ihould interpofe 
his Authority without any deference to 
Ecclefialtical Cenfure. Secondly, You 
may enquire, but I am apt to believe 
that neither you nor I can certainly tell, 
whether Ahi$thar was Cenfurcd by the 
Sanhedrim or not r for if it be not Re- 
corded that he was ; fo neither is it that 
lie was not. Thirdly, Though it be very 
convenient in it felf, agreeable to the 
JRules of the Churcb, and makes much 
for the Peace both of Church and SUU> 



That Chriftian Kings in Punifliing Ec- 
clefiafticks would take the Cenfures of 
the Church along with them, which, 
would make the Condemnation of f^ch 
Pcrfons more terrible and notorious ; 
yet if the Clergy fhould refufc, as it 
would be their Fault , fo it doth not 
hinder the Secular Power to punifti Of- 
fenders accorc!ing to Juftice. But all 
this is nothing to the purpofe, and will 
do him no fervice, becaufe there arc 
Cafes, wherein Ecclefiafiicks, Deprived 
by even a lawful Secular Power, may- 
yet remain obliged to execute their 
Cvommiffion from Chrift, though at 
their Peril ; or t\(t the Apoftles and Pri- 
mitive Bilhops mult be Condemned ; and 
if fo,!t is much more Lawful, when foi; 
adhering to right they are deprived only 
by a pretended Power. But I fuppofe 
this Vtrtuofo will fay, Thztjehcjada had 
been bound to leave of all cs^^ of dif- 
charging his Duty of High Prieft, if 
Athalhw had Deprived him. As to his 
Second Qiieftion , ( fp%ere was the Ecr 
citfi.ifttcal Crime Abiathar wjs charged 
wnh ?) \ anfwer, That though I fpake 
of Ecclefiaftical Cenfures , yet I did 
never limit the matter to pure Eccle- 
fiailical Crimes, nor have I C that I can 
remember ) fo much as ufed that Phrafe; 
for the Church may cenfure whatfoevec 
is Contra boms mores^ though, at the 
fame time, the Secular Power punifh 
it as aff Offence againft the State : The 
one is Spiritual, and tends to their Re^ 
pentance and Amendment, and confe« 
quently is for their Good ; The other 
rcfpecSs their Deferts, and the ill tSt&s 
it had on the State, and repays and 
punifheth their Mifdeeds. But if he 
>vould know Abiatbar*% Crime, it was 
High Treafiny which is a thing of fo 
fcandalous and dangerous a Nature, that 
he becomes unfit to difcharge fo facred 
an Office, who is guilty of it ^ nor can 
the Cenfures of the Church be toofeverc 
againft fuch WickcdneCs \ h\V^^^ *Cs«. 

U^cYv ^ti^ ^^^ VV^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 
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though they meet even with the great- 
eft Difcouragements, fhall turn Mssfters 
of Mifrule, the Church ought to fytw 
th(9m out. As for Abiathar^ he had for- 
feited his Life by his Treafonable Ac^i- 
ons,fI do not fay by joyning with theSon 
againft the Father ) and in fuch a cafe 
he who only retrained his Actions, but 
granted him both Life and an honour- 
able Subfiltance* was very kind. But 
whether this come neareft to our Cafe 
or theirs, I leave fucpeeding Time, and 
more impartial Pofterity to judge. 

He farther anfwers with the fame 
learned Author to this efTed, That a 
Law was made^ That all Magiftratesy 
whether Sacerdotal or Civile Jhould tal(e 
an Oath that the Stieen, (i. e, Efizabeth j 
was Sttfream. &c. under the Pain of 
Depofition : For rtfufing tbiSf the Fopifh 
Bfjhofs were deprived, as ffefumed to be 
for the Pofe*s Supremacy. But then he 
adds, The fame Parity of Heafon may 
bold for admint firing and taking the Oath 
rf Allegiance tOy 6cc. i, e, Becaufe Biftiops 
might be deprived for refufing an Oath 
to a lawful Power, againft an unlawful ; 
therefore they may be deprived for re- 
fufing to take an Oath to an unlawful 
Power, againft that which is lawful and 
rightful. And this he calls Parity of 
Reafo^i, though an indifferent Pcrfon 
Would fay it were dircdlly contrary to 
its and that the Legality and ly^htful- 
hfefs of Power, being the ReafOTof the 
Oath to one, was a )uft Reafon of de- 
nying it the other. 

The fame Author, he fays, tells us, 

That when thafi Btjhops would not take 

the Oath, Epsfiopatibits fuHf tandem ali- 

quaifdq juxta L^gem Parliamentariam 

ftmt aiaicitti* And now he thinks he 

hath undpne tife : "For he tells me he 

leaves me this to Bngh/lp. If I cannot, 

I will come to him for hJpj though I 

think I (hall be very ill employed, if 

I do. But after all, I believe this Sen- 

tence was particularly pitched upon for 

the fake dF iomt Words in it. And fir ft, 

^ Aatfan Efe to the WoxA Micm^ as 



a fine ofiiKh on the Times, and grateful 
to his new Maftei^s. What a lucky hit 
was this, to find fuch a Word in a ve« 
nerable Clergy- man? Well! let them 
make their t>eft on*t : It is not to be 
doubted, but they will never ftick at 
Abdicating Bifhops, who make no Scru« 
pie of Abdicating Kings. His next Re- 
fpe<!l was to the Legem Parliamentariam^ 
which feemed to be a prety Offering to 
his GoddeGs Diana, the Hoitfe of Com" 
monsj for which they can do no lefs 
than nomuiate him to Preach before 
them the next Seffions, and then he will 
forfeit his Confcience, rather than mi(s 
the Thanl^s of the Houje. And yet I muft 
tell him. That it is an Impropriety of 
Speech in his Author: For though the 
Parliament contrive, compofe, and pro* 
pound, yet they are the King's Laws, 
whofe Fiat it is which makes them fo. 
But the fubtilleft Fetch of all is in the 
Word Eftfcopatibm ; which may fjgni- 
fie their Temporalities, and the Excr- 
cife of Epifcopal Jurifdidtion in their 
proper Dioceffcfs, as it doth in this place ; 
or clfe may fignifie the Fundlion and Or- 
der it felf. Now, he durft not Enghfh 
it in this latter Senfe^ for fear of giving 
up the whole Order, and being charged 
with down right Erafiianifm : And )ct 
he was wilfing to leave it with ^nhiuendo, 
as if it ought to be taken in that fenfr.that 
fo he might gratifie tbe Secular Power 
with a boundlefs Authority : For thence 
are his Hopes, and fpme Men care not 
to'betray their whole Order, fo the3w:an 
enrich themfelves. Thus, Sir, I have 
Englifhed your Latio by Piecemeal, and, 
to requite your Favour, I leave it to 
you to put together again. 

Ihs Third Queftion is this, TVhether 
if a Perjm be lawfully Deprived of the 
Exercrji of bis Mmlftry^ be is notwith^ 
ftandtng bounds as a private Member^ to 
communicate in that Chinrch? (Sc, This he 
fays, I deny, which is a falfe and impu- 
dent Slander ; for nothing can be more 
plain, than that he, who is lawftilly De« 
prived ougjiit to acquicfce 7 <he only 
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Remedy left him in that cafe, is by all 
lawful means to get it off again as foon 
as he can. But he knows wc deny the 
lawfulnefs of the Deprivation, upon 
which account we think it lawful for 
us to continue the Exercife of our Mini- 
fry, and would do it in conjuncjlion 
with tliem, were it not that they both 
unjuftly approve our pretended Depi i- 
valion, and refufe to fufFer us the Ex- 
ercife of our Miniftry, either in our own 
or their Churches, and alfo further clog 
their Communion with fuch Terms, as 
is not lawful for us to comply with ; 
and upon this fcore we think we both 
may, and ought to maintain a fcfarate 
Commumon, Vou flxould have proved 
the Depiivation lawful , which you 
knew we denied ; but inftead of that, 
you all a long run away begging the 
Queftion, 

This fliould have been the Laft, but 
being a fruitful She Queftion, it hath 
foaled Two more , and how many it 
may bring forth in time, Who knows ? 
Like Twins he has put them together, 
and fo let them go. TVbether Ordina- 
tion oblige fuch a one to the a^udl Exer^ 
cife cf his Office^ when forbid by the Ma- 
gtflrate ? And then , fVoether %for the 
Exercife of his Miniftry^ he may and k 
cbliged to fet up and maintain a fefaratt 
Ccmmunion ? And that I may comply 
with his way as far as I can, I will 
anfwer them with two more. Firft, 
Whether the Apoftles, having received 
their Commifiion and Authority from 
Chrift, were obliged to leave off the ac- 
tual Exercife of their Office , when 
forbid by the Magiftrate ? Secondly. 
Whether if a Separation be made, thofe 
who depart from others, or thofe who 
give juft Caufe for it are the Schifma* 
ticks ? But tbefe I muft leave to him, 
that we may examine how he folves 
his own. Jf { faith he j the Magiftrate 
may latvfuUy Deprive^ then the Clerk^may 
be lattfuUy Otfrivedy and if fit he i$ bound 
to fubmit. Still this is begging the 
Qdieftjon i for we complain not oC vfVvat 



is lawfully, but what is unlawfully done. 
But he gives a Reafon, which either 
proves too much, or manifeftly (hews, 
That he thinks either that the Magi- 
ftrates Deprivation is always lawful, or 
though it fliould be unlawful, yet muft 
be fubmitted to. For f faith he^. 13, 
i^') to officiate notmthftanding fuch a 
Prohibition , is in our Uft^ to take up 
Arms againft him; and in a lower ^ ta 
do what the Pope doth in a higher Sta^ 
tion , a>id to controul his JurifdiHion, 
Now this is a Knavifli malicious Trick.to 
compare our Actions to the Popes j the 
Pope diredlly challengeth a Supremacy 
over Kings, indeed over all Men; we 
only lay claim to a Chriftian Liberty, 
not to comply with Sin and Wickednt- fs, 
though the Migiltrate command it; 
and a^ Power ndt to defert our Station, 
wherein Chrift hath fixed us, for every 
humourfom or unjuft Prohibition of 
the State, but at our Peril, and without 
Refiftance ; and what Agreement hath 
this with the Popes Adkions ? But if his 
Civil Magiftrate may not any ways be 
controuled, but muft be complied with 
in all things, thm I leave any indiffe- 
rent Pcrfons to judge, whether thefe 
two things be not the direct Confe- 
quences of his Arguments. Firft, This 
makes the Proceedings of the Apoftles, 
and all the Primitive Chriftians, in pro- 
pagating the Gofpel for about Three 
hundercd Years, to be altogether un- 
juftifyable. For they were adtually 
prohibited firft by .the Jews, after by 
the Etiperours ; fo that if his Doctrine 
had taken place, Chriftianity had never 
entered into the World. Secondly , 
This (huts out the Do(5);rine of the Crofs, 
not only as Fooliftinefs, but as Wicked- 
nefs and Difobedience, and puts it in the 
Power of the Civil Magiftrate at his 
Pleafure to extirpate Chriftianity out ^ 
of the World ; for if prohibited, they 
muft ceafe and comply y becaufe to do 
otherwife fVere in tfetxt iflD«^ \^ x<^ >^ 
Am, A?.*mft Urn, «^ ^\^*4J"'^t;«w 
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Sigmor (hould Silence all the Chriflian 
TSdinifters in his Dominions, they muft 
hold their Peace^ and no more fpeak 
in the Name of Jefus; for if they do 
bur Author will tell them , they are 
Rebels. I perceive this Author makes 
ufe of his Religion only for his Conve- 
nience, and will put no more on than 
he can at any time put off again ; he 
is here a fort of a Chriftian^ and at 
Japm would be a Hollander. 

But to make good his Argument, he 
accufeth me of Ignorance as to the 
Primitive Times , and inftanceth in 
Euftathm of Antioch , AthanMfius of 
Alexandria y and Paulas of Confianti- 
nofle, put out by the Imperial Power; 
and this he fays , fVas never queftioned 
hy the Orthodox^ though they complained 
of the hijuflice of ity &:c. Now I con- 
fefs, that I have not had thofe Advan- 
tages which fome have been happy in 9 
and am content to be accounted Igno- 
rant, provided he will fufFcr me to be 
Honelt ! But, yet as Ignorant as I am, 
I think, no Man that had confulted his 
Caufe, or his own Reputation would 
have produced this irftance in this 
cafe. For it will cither juftifie our Pro- 
ceedings, or force him to condemn 
thefe Pei fons ; and in fo good Company 
we fti^ll the lefs value hard Ccnfures : 
For were they thruft out of their Dio- 
ceflcs? What great difference is here? 
Are not our Livelihoods and Cures 
taken from us? Are not our Biftiops 
Deprived of their Prcfits and the exer- 
cife of their Jurifdidlions .> This we 
fuffer, rnd do not fo much as compare 
the Power then and now, whether law- 
ful or unlawful : If the Civil Authority 
wrongfully fpoil us of our Goods, and 
refti ain our Perfons, we know ro Re- 
. fiftance any more tht-n thofe good Men 
did. But did they forbear to exercife 
theii O^ct and Miniftry where they 
had c pprtunity ? No fuch thing. Was 
there no Schifm upon this account? 
Jt is plain, That the Orthodox rcfufed to 
ck>wwumcatc with thcBlJlbops put oyer 



them ; the whole Chriftian World was 
concerned on one fide or other in the 
Cafe ofAthanafius; at Cenflannmple the 
People were fo troublefome, that the 
Emperor was forced to recal Paulus^ 
though he was after again Banifted ; 
and upon the Expulfion of Euftathiui 
from Antiochy the fufpecfted Bifhops, fet 
over them, were difgufted by many, 
and Tljeodoret fays, That plitrimi Studirfi 
pietatisy cum Saceriotes turn Plebs, dcfertis 
Ecclefiafticis catihufy privatim Convenie* 
bam{\\h,i. cap. 21.) And tliis they 
continued to do, though all the Chur- 
ches were taken away from the Adhe- 
rents to Euftatbius, in order to force 
them to Communion with thofe put in 
his place, as may appear from that re- 
queft of Athanafms to the Emperor, 
for one Church to be granted to the 
Orthodox at Antioch^ when he defired 
the like of Atbanajjus for the Arrians 
at Alexandria ( Theod. lib. 2 . cap, 12) 
I think a Man fo Skilful in Antiquity 
might have made choife of fome more 
lucky inftance; but that he may not 
be at too much trouble, if he can have 
a little P.itience , it (hall not be long 
ere I fmnifti him. 

Next in order to an Anfwer to his 
Second Qneftion , he fuppofeth the 
Clergy-man not bound by theDrpriv.i- 
tion ; but then ( faith he ) TVioat is 
this to a Separation ? For k he fo obUgcd, 
that rather then not cjficiatey he may and 
ought to break, of from Ccmmnnion Wifb 
the Church ? If you will make that 
fuppofal ( which in our particular Cafe 
is a great Truth) you of all Men v;ere 
moft unfit to put Ihtfe Qneftions. For 
when you )oyn with thole, who make 
this unjuft Deprivation, when you take 
our Churches, our Flocks, cur Lively- 
hoodi, 4nd fufter us not to exercife our 
Miniftry, where you have the Profit of 
it, unlefs we will do it to the diffatisfa- 
(Sion of our Confciences, Do you com- 
plain that we do not maintain Com- 
munion with you ? If we were in 
fauVt iiv \Vvvs C3&^ ^tx. U.vi^^^^ (^\^ wi 



l)c left you ) and the ill Ufage we have 
from your Party, might make you hold 
your Peace. 1 freely grant , Jhat we 
tmghf to continue in the Communion of 
the Church iPe are of as long as m cofj, 
and that Separation is like a Divorce^ 
trhieh is the laft Extremity^ 8cc. But 
then I fay, That we ftill are of the fame 
Church we were of; for the Schifm 
goes along with the Caufe ; and there 
it if you, not we, are the Schifmaticks i 
the Separation I grant to be Unhappy 
and Mifchievoua, but let them look to 
that who made the Divorce by juftifying 
unlawful Proceedhigs, and fetting up 
finful Terms of Communion, as I have 
already proved ; and therefore will fay 
no more of it here. And this is fuf^ 
ficient for an Anfwer to that Slander^ 
as if we proceeded upon the fame 
Grounds with the Diflenters» which is 
manifeftly falfe ; only I am bold to tell 
him, That they have now put a Plea into 
the Mouth of the DlfTenters, which will 
juftifie their Separation from them ; 
and were it not, that they cannot )uftifie 
their Separation from us, your Perfidi- 
bufnefs and other ill Adts had given up 
the Caufe to them. 

When he thought he had loft my 

Second Argument with multitudes of 

Queftions, he attacks that which he 

calls the Third. And, he fays, I argue 

from the SubjeSlim the People and Clergy 

me to the Btfhops^ and the Bt/hips otte 

to their Metropolitan I and I grant, That 

I do fo , and the Ar^ment muft be 

good, unlefs he can Dtfpute away all the 

Government and Orders of the Chri- 

ftian Church. But to this he returns 

with all imaginable Scorn. Our Author 

that undertakes to give us an account of 



fmall time the whole ControVerfie may 
turn upon this hinge, and it being molt 
becoming Church Men to diredl Er.clc- 
fiaftical Proceedings by Ecclefiailical 
Authority,! (hali take r- ^kule more pains 
in this place to anfwcf |not only what he 
now oh)t&$, but to take in what he hath 
at any time difperfediy fpoken as to this 
Matter. If this fcornful Gentleman will 
fo give up all to the Civil Power, that 
their Commands, and Orders muft be 
adtually obeyed and complyed with in 
every thing, he in efTcdl grants two 
thuigs (which done by any Clergy- man^ 
to have his Gown pulled over his Ears 
were too mean a Puniihmcnt. J Firft, 
That it is in their Power to deftrcy 
Chriftianity, and in the room of it to 
plant any other, or none at all. Se- 
condly, That Religion is only an Arti- 
fice or Sham to be made ufe of, fo far 
as it is ferviceable to the Civil Power, 
and no otherwifc. By this you may 
perceive, what a Friend the EraiUan is 
to the Atheift ; and though our Author 
doth not fpeak cut, yet he hath many 
ExprelTions that look earneftly that wa^. 
But^he will allow, That the lleffed 
Jefus, who inftituted the Chriitinn 
Church, did by a publifhed Gofpel and 
Succeffion of authorized Paftors pjo- 
vide for the Diiedling, Ordering, and 
Governing of that Church, which ihey 
are to ftand by in all Ages and Difficul- 
ties; then he muft grant. That iheie 
are feme Duties of a Chriftian, which 
no Civil Power can fupercede 5 and 
though we are not allowed to refift 
the lawful Civil Power, how hardly fo 
ever it ufe us, yet we muft pradicc oi>r 
Duty at our peril; and if the Civil 
Power would obftrudit, we muft then 
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the Senfe^ Judgment^ and PraBice of take up our Crofs and follow Chrift. 



the Primitive Times , ttfould have done 
itfeU to have given ui a touch or two of 
bis SkiO that way^ by fame credible Aw 
thorities ; and particularly of fuch a Sub- 
jeBion of the Bijhop to the Metropolitan^ 
to the Confutation offime of St, C)pcuTv*s 
S/i^/fi/. It bemg very ikclyi \V\al \iv ^ 



And if this be not our Cafe, we are 
miftaken Sufferers ; but if it be, it will 
very much, call in queftion their Sin- 
cerity. 

To fear God> ^jwLVxsw^oss.^^^^'tic^'^ 



M^«^ 
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Only laid down as a vrife Man*s Adrice, 
but d^gned as a Duty and Obligation 
upon every particular Pcrfon« &it not 
to urge here matters of Juftice, Fidelity, 
and i^ommon Hooefly, ( which yet by 
the way, I think, are never to be fligh- 
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tedj we arc here to confider what Ob- 
ligations we may lie under with refpedl 
to the Government, and Orders in the 
Church. And if he will allow me to 
rcafon cither from tlie Pra(ftice .of the 
Church, or the Canons of the Church, 
orthcWriliogs of thofe who bcft un- 
dtM ftood both, particularly St. Cyprians^ 
whom he himfelf Magnifies, and than 
whom no Man better underftood this 
Ciiuft *, then I doubt not but we may go 
a confifl^rable way in It. 

Thst EiVifcopacy is the higheft Or- 
der in the ChrifisM/t Cburcb^ and that 
there is nothing, which one Bifhop as a 
Bi(h op may do, but another may do 
the fame, I readily grant ; and confe- 
<j icntly. That there can be no fuch 
tning as Epifcopus Epijcop^rum : But 
then that there are withal certain Rights, 
Priviledjijcs, and Prerogatives belonging 
to the Metropolitan, which have been 
always thought to have been infepcra- 
h!y annexed to him, and firom the exer« 
cife of which other Bi(hops have been 
ever ordinarily debarr'd ; and that upon 
this account, that the Peace and Unity 
of the Church cannot be otherwife pre- 
fcrved, nor the Government managed ; 
this (I fay) I think to be as plain as 
th^» High way. 

Whatever the Rights or Priviledges 
of Metropolitans may be, I (hall only 
Difcourfe of fome, which were univer- 
fally allowed by the Ancient Cib/zrcilrs and 
confirmed by Canons, or Pradlicie uni- 
verfally received, and which mayatleaft, 
in fome meafurcy mScQl our Cafe; of 
which one is this, That no one was to 
be Ordained a Biihop without the con- 
currence or confent of the Metropolitan. 
In the i<)tb. Canon of the ijl. Cotmcel 
of Antioch , it is thus determioed» 



Jba a Bijbop /baU mt be Orddined mttlh 
otaaSptod and the Prefeme rf the Mff^ 
irepoUtan, And when in the fame Canon 
they had made the actual Prefenceof the 
Metropolitan, as neceflHiry as fuch a cafe 
could permit,they add,6i o At aaa^ q!^ tb^ 
^ff^ytt }ifyoi77> , ^M «ft> i'^'etf -niv ;^- 
^TovitUf. That if any thing bt done pthnr^ 
ttfifcf then as Ufos than determined^ the 
Ordinatien fhaU be invalid. Now this 
very Canon was only purfuant to a 
Canon of the Councel of N/cj; and 
becauie moft Men, efpecially thofe with 
whom we have now to do, have, at leaft 
formerly, pretended a great Veneration 
for that Ancient Councel, we will f(;« 
what was th/eir Judgment, which in the 
6th. Can. you may find expreffed tans.— 

fiii Jiny tivauL lm<noo7Piy, Let this be .tni' 
verfaUj knoam, that if any one be Or^ 
dained a Bijhop tvithout the conjem of 
the Metropolitan^ TUs great Counfil doth 
dete^-miney that fuch a one ought to be m 
Bi[hop, Perhaps it was for Uiis Reafon, 
That Eufebius { as far as I remember ) 
in reckoning up the Ecclefi^ftical Sue- 
ceffion , except Jerujalem ( for which 
there might be.^ particular Reafons j 
mentions only Metropolitical Sees, For 
whilft the Rights of the Metropolitan 
were preterved, and his Succeflion un- 
doubted, it was fcarce poffible, that the 
other Biihops of the Province (hould 
come in any other way, but at the right 
Door$ for he was either to be actually 
at, or confent tji^ir to Oidination by Bi< 
ihops fummoned by him for that pur- 
pofe ; fo that as the being fure con- 
cerning him, removed away all doubt 
of the reft; fo thebeing uncertain con- 
cerning him» of courfe makes all the 
Ordinations in his time uncertain. This 
I fay, that you may coniider what will 
be the cSt6t of Setting up a Metropo- 
litan againft a Metropolitan, and how 
|t is a fair w^ j (o render the validity 
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of the Minifterial Fundion called in 
queilion. But of what force fuch an 
ABt would be^ if done, I (hall confider 
prcfently. 

Another'matter appropriated by the 
univerfal Church to the Metropolitan, 
was , that nothing of Moment, ^hich 
might concern this Province, or be of 
general Concernment, fliould be done 
without his prif ity and confent ; fo that 
un)uitly to fet a Metropolitan afide, and 
for other Bilhops to neglr(% him, is to 
make matters of great eft Moment, and 
nearelt Concernment to the Church to 
become impraiSiCable ; and to draw a 
Scandal upon the A(^ons of ail Bilhops, 
as to any thing they ihall do in fuch 
Cafes $ and when I hare offered Au- 
thorities for the Proof of this, I fcave 
others to )udge whether they are Cre^ 
dible enough for fuch a Hiiff as our 
Author. Amongft thofe Ancient Car 
nons, colIe(&d and received before the 
Councel of Nice ^ which are vulgarly 
called the Apoftles Canons, the 94th. 
runs thus, Hi ^E'mo'Ki'rvf l;(^Vtf i^PHf 

Tneir^^v aviv *? hMvm yvtSfjunf ht^A '5 

Aa tmCctK^^ 1^ Tttii \kr dtnUf ^^^* 

fjtMi 'Tn'.eirm it* uia ^ ^fMVoiA*i9U, x} 

ftf, iyo i!ATiif><hdwJei^ij!rA*}i^'jtv%\ifJut7t* 

i. e. ' lit BifhopsofeveryC9Umry.oiigbt 
to objerve him, who u ihifir Pirft ( w 
Chitf) and to efleem bifn astbiirH^Md, 
and to do nothing of Moment without his 
Ccnfent. Every other Bifhof to empUy 
himfelfmly about tbofi thingty mhich are 
bufinefs of his proptsr Dvecojiitid the Vtl- 
lages (or Places) thereunto belmging, 
f^either let him f i.e. the Chief) & atiy 
thing tfithout'tbe Concurrence of the 
reft. And fo Vnity floaU be frefirved^ 
and GodJhaUbe glwjfied, &c. To this 
▼cry Canon the Conncil c^ Nics rclatei) 
and ejcpbins vibsn u meruit bj the <iW ^ 



djJiCii rrfUnVi the firji a:rtonofl th(,tn* 
For after a great deal of care taken . 
about the Ordination of the Mctrcpu- 
litan, as a Matter of great moment for 
the Churches Security, they cor elude 
the Canon thus, it '^ w/p®- Vyvo^Xrav 
J)iJh^irj,S' \yig,wr iTia^^'ar Ttii fJiAl^Tso- 
Ait*!, ( Can. 4. ) i. c. Let the Authority 
( or Confirmation ) of things done 
throughout every Province belong to the 
Metropolitan. Upon this very Canon did 
the African Fathers found their Autho- 
rity for that faying m their EpIItle to 
Cetleftiney Bifliop of I^e, Decreta Ni- 
cetna, fivt inferioris gradus Clericm, five a 
iffos Efifcopos^ fuH Metrofolitanis afer- 
tijfime commiferunt. i. e. 7he Decrees of 
th Council of Nice have moft plainly putt 
not only the Clergy ofinferiour it^»/t> but 
even the Bifhops themf elves, under the 
JurifdiQien of their Metropolitans. And 
to both the foregoing Canons the Council 
of Antioch feems plainly to referr , in 
their 9th Can. crS^ y^fi' ln^^v iTtu^^ajr 
Imffw^i eiNvaji ^h 'if- «r rf pu^cymh^-i ' 

ii^^^At Trdan^i fh «7wtf j^itj, Q5'c. i. e. It 
behoves the Bijhofs in every Province^ to 
kpou^ the Bifhop of the Metr apolitical 
See^ and that he tmdcrtak^s the Care and 
Management of the n^hole Province; and 
that fy reafon of the great Ccneourfe of 
People from all places to the Mctrtpolssy 
ttpon account ofBufinefsy &c. "And having 
thus confirmtfd the Jurifdidtion of Me- 
tropolitans, they tell ^ou, fhat they 
did it, i^ r eCf^lov K'^^cmrmiL ^ tsa^ 
7if*>P nftSv xgivom. i. e. According to an 
ancient Canon of our Fathers, bindtJig, 
( or in force. ) And that you may know 
what particular Canon in this they had 
•an eye to, in the very next W6rds, 
fpeaking of the Duty of Biihops, t4iey 
cxprefled it thus , ^V'nt imva oItk rf 
t^^'rv vmOtLKKoi HA^siiA r^ 7«i< <ssr 
^etoiHry ^O^^l which are the very 
words uied in the Apcftles Canon for 
the fame pur^ofe^ %\ -^n^ ^^c*. \k«sV«.^ 
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themfelves cannot regularly tranfaft 
any thing, in Reference to their Churches 
in common, without their Metropolitan. 
And if a Metropolitan be fet up againft 
a lawful Metropolitan, the latter by the 
Laws of the Church being made null, 
and confequently he no Metropolitan, 
all their Actions in con)un(%ion with him 
will be uncanonical and fcandalous, and 
extreamly to the trouble, confuiion, and 
detriment of the Churchy And how this 
agrees with the Publick Good he prates 
of afterwards, let any Chriftian judge. 
To prevent being tedious,^' I fhall men- 
tion only one more Right or Preroga- 
tive, belonging to the Metropolitan j and 
that is, either at the itated Times, or 
upon extraordinary Occafions, and the 
common concern of the Church, to caU 
together or fummon the other Bifhops 
-of the Province, to appear in Council, 
and there to debate and confirm Matters 
with them. The Council of Antioch^ 
in their 2oih Canon, appointing two 
Synods in the Year, for the determining 
Controveifies, and other Ecclelialtical 
llfes, in the fame Caiton tell us, hmTi" 

tTPAf^aTO^ «nj c^f TA fjuA^^idhc-ii i»e. That 
ts truly a Synod-, when thoje of thn Pro^ 
virxc are warned by the Bijhop of the 
Metropolis: And that a Synod b not 
lawfully congregated otherwife, they 
plainly thus tell us, in the fame Canon, 

"TioieiSmLt AvA ? Tivm^iVidvav 7*V fAAf\e^- 
ot'a«^; I. e. It K not iatoful for any to 
mak^ Synods of thejmfelvef^ ttfitbout thoji 
to tphom the Metropoles are intrttfted. 
But when they are fo called, it feems 
that, for their Proceeding Synodically, 
his'Prefence, if it can be. had, is ex- 
treamly neccflary. For fo much that in 
the 1 6th Canon of the fame Council 
•feems tf) imports ri^titx^ ''jUt^ftw fiyou 

i. e. That ft a comfieat Synod, wherein 
the Metropolitan ts prefentmith therefi. 
JB22t th)s IS a Matter fo known and ac- 

'^^^oH'/tdig^, tiut i nced'Bot kbow to 



confirm it! But that which lufeit for 
is this^ That as Matters are now mana- 
ged, and much more as fuddenly to be 
expedled, things will be brought to that 
pafs, that we can have no Convocation ; 
or if we (holild have, yet all their A(^ 
would be invalid ; I mean, as to any 
Ecolefiaftical or Canonical Authority; 
for if that may be fet afide, fo may the 
Perfons too, and the bufinefs done by 
other hands ; and fo farewell all Convo- 
cations for ever. Such glorious Advan- 
tages fome blcffedRevplutions may bring 
to pafs. 

.■■■ Againft this he ob}e<5s the Authority 
of St. Cyprian, in fome of hit Eftft^es ; but 
which thofe Eplftles are, he doth not 
tell us 9 nor doth he: afford us fo much 
as one Word out of them. But I beliere 
the Reafon was. That he could find none 
to fervc. his Turn ; For none of the Fa- 
thers, better undcrftood the Difciplinc 
SLViA Government of the Church, than 
St. Cyprian; And that I have no Cmfe 
to confute all his Epiflles, he fh»ll pre- 
fently underftand. But fure he was ei- 
ther in great Hafte, or in great Scarcity 
of Authorities, who mentions only St. 
Cyprian in this Cafe, who was hinifelf a 
Metropolitan, and of how great Autho- 
rity, may appear from the Cafe o/ Ho- 
gatianaSi a Bifhopof his Province, who 
would not fo much as puniih his refra- 
ctory Deacon, ( though a thing which 
properly belonged to his own Cogni- 
sance, ) without firft confalcing St. Cy- 
prion. Some daring Perfons perhaps may 
look upon this as the weak A& of a 
timerous old Man; but if it be well 
examined, this very Ait will prove /^o- 
gatianus to have been a Man of great 
Judgment, Prudence, and- Forefight. 
For though it was in his Power to cen- 
.ibre his Deacon, yet it. was alfo in his 
Deacon's Power to appeal 7 and little 
\t{s could be expected from fo flubborn 
a Fellow as he is reprefented: And had 
he done fo, the Cafe had been altered ; 
j^atianus^ from a Judge , muft have 
Jbecome si Partft* and though his Caoie 
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had htta licirer fo )aft, yet it had pro- 
longed time, and put him to a great 
deal of Expence and Trouble : But by 
proceeding according to the Advice of 
his Metropolitan, he did wifely foreftall 
and prevent an Appeal ; and thus did his 
bufinefs with Speed, and with as little 
pains and charge as might be. As for 
St. Cyprian^ as his Agt fcarce afForded 
a Perfon of greater Authority ; fo,as to 
the Extent of his Jurifdiflion, perhaps 
there was not a greater Metropolitan at 
that time in the Chriftian World. He 
himfelf faith of it, Latiiis fnft cfi Pro- 
vincia ncftrd ; habct cfirm NumidUmy & 
M^uritnuioi duds Jlhi coharemes^ ( ad 
Cornel, Ep.^i.)' And though in drerfd 
and abhorrence of ihe lyph us Seeulh the' 
African Fathers were fuch Enemies to 
the Titles of Eparck^ov P^^rwc/^, that 
they decreed sgaiiift the Name, yet if 
there were Metropolitans' in Numidia 
and Mauritania, in St. Cypri4n*s time, 
as it is certain there was not iong^ after, 
then he had the Thing, though not the 
Name; and if I miftakenot, the pecu- 
liar Title of the Biftiop of Carthage was 
Primate. For when the Council was 
detci mining the Order and Precedence 
of Bilhops, and Z^ntippus^ the Metro- 
Htan of Numidia^ asks what could be 
faid againft the prefent Determination, 
all the Bifliops give their Confent, but 
with this Exception, (m^o(xivkt %v ^ 9? 

MtvjeAttvioi, i. e. The Rights of the Pri^ 
mate of Numidia and Mauritania being 
prefirved. And that this was not inten- 
ded as a Compliment, but a Reality, is 
apparent in the very next Decree, where 
though in favour of Numidia it is grant- 
ed, That a Regifter ihall be kept at 
ConftantinUy the Metropolis of that 
Country ; yet in token of their Subjc- 
(ftion to the Primate, it is ordered alfo. 
That the fame Aall he at Carthage j for 
that, if any thing, muftbethe meaning 
of Tfiiii K«dtJ^^ in that place, (Cod. 
Can. Ec, Afr, num. 96.}But if thcfe things 
reach not St. Cjfrian^ yet it Is pUm c< 



nough that he was a Metropolitan ti^ 
very great Authority, and fo as our Aa< 
thor makes ufe of his Name, it is plainly 
to cite h'.m againft himfelf. 

From the Cafe of MetropoKtans I Aall 
come to that of Bilhops in general. I 
make no doubt, but that a lawful Se- 
cular Power may as well punifti a Cler- 
gyman as a Layman, for anyCrimecom- 
mi tied againft the State, proportionabty 
to his Fault : But ftill Ifay, the Secular 
Power can neither make nor unmake a 
Clergyman. To make fuch, plainly re- 
quires an Authority from Chrifi \ and if 
the Civil Power can unmake fuch, then 
he can vacate the Authority of Cbrtft^ 
and dcftroy all the Power he left in his 
Church. Deprivation I take to be no 
very proper Term, applied to the Secu* 
lar Power with refpecSt to the Clergy: 
But how far a lawful Secular Power may 
rcftrain a Bilbop from the Exercife of 
his Epifcopal Authority, I will not dif- 
courfe ; nor do I take it to be our Cafe. 
But this I fay, That if the Secular Power, 
though never fo undoubtedly lawful, 
(hall fo reftrain a Bilhop from the Exer- 
cife of his Epifcopal Fun(9:ion and Au- 
thority, that in ene(5k there (hall be no^ 
Biihop of the place, or another is fpt, 
in his room; then, befide thejuftictt'qr 
the Caufe, it is requifite that the. 
Church's Cenfure accompany fuch Fadt ; 
that fo a due Ecclefiaftical Provifion 
may be made in fuch cafe, without 
which Chriftians cannot be fatisfied as 
to Cominunit)n : But then if a lawful 
Secular Power, much more an unlaw- 
ful Power , (hall un)uilly deprive a 
Bi(hop, whatever either he or his Flock 
may be bound quietly to fuffer 9 yet the 
Flock cannot by fuch A£t be bound to 
abandon and renounce their lawful Ca- 
nonical Paftor, but may and ought to 
Communicate with him as well as [they 
car. All the Orthodox Chriftian World 
did look upon Athanafius as Biihop of 
Alexandria^ whcii K«. '^^.^Vwss&iK-^^^cc^si 
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place at Rome I it made a Schifm, and 
U had been a very Permcioui one, had 
not Felix opportunely died. I wiU not 
urge upon our Author, That his frequent 
loofe way of expreffing himfelf doth, in 
tSe(2,bafely give up, not only the Epif- 
copal Order, but all the Orders in Chrift's 
Church, and confcquently the Church it 
felf, to the Secular Power, be it what it 
will; if this was done defignedly, C as 
it feems to be) it isfo much the worfe: 
But I will keep my felf to regular Bc- 
clefiaftical Pradbices and Authorities $ 
and if a Clergy-man will not abide by 
thefe, or return them a fair Adwer, he 
is much more fit for a Cenfure than a 
Difputation. 

It is a Rule fo well known to be uni- 
verfally received by the Ancient Church, 
Ihat there /haU be but one Bi/hep in a 
City, that I need not fpend time to 
prove it. That of the Cborepifeopi doth 
dot alter the cafe , and particularly is 
nothing to our cafe, for thcfe two Rea- 
fons. Firft, That though they were a 
fort of Rural Bifliops, yet they were 
jonly as Ailiftants, and adled in SuborcU- 
tia.tion to, and by the Direcilion of the 
City Biftiop. Secondly, That we have 
npnt fuch now j and as for thofe» who 
art? fa hafty to get into the places of 
out prctei:dly deprived Bifliops, they 
vould never own thcmfelves to be Cho- 
ripifcepiy but challenge the whole entire 
Jurifdic^ion , and abfolutely thruft out 
the lawful Canonical Bifliops, contrary 
jQ ' aD the Rules of the Church. The 
"oD why this Rule hath been held fo 
9arrPf/ ^ Partly, bccaufc to do otherwife 

would be' ^^ '"^^^ ^^« ^^"^^*^ ^ W^"- 
fter . for in- St. Cyprian's Senfe a Church 
i7a People ur;Hcd to their Bifliop ; where 
by Se waTol^^^^^ That the Word 
pW or People, « tj^ken in a larger 

Senfe as well for the <to ""'^^''y 
unde; the Jurifdidlion cf of^e Rfl^op. 
And here the Bifliop fupplyi.^gtJie place 
i?/- th^ ii«d> and the People ot the 
Bocfjr / to fet up two Biibopt were to 
m^jtc twoHesids} partly bccaufe if two 



Powers, independent upon each ofher^ 
command and direct in the fame Churchy 
It would breed fuch Diforders and Con- 
fufions as ufually end in Schifm s and in- 
deed it might make the. Obedience of the 
People impoflibte, whilft they might 
command different things at the fame 
time > and for this reafon both fo great 
Power was given to Metropolitans ia 
Provincial Churches, and all Bifhopi 
were Prohibited any A£ts of Jurifdidli. 
on out of their own Precindts, which 
might be any ways prejudicial to the 
Canonical Bifliop of the Place. And 
therefore where there is a lawful Bi(hop, 
another ought not to be placed there ; 
if it be otherwife, the whole A(5t is void; 
tind this, Sir, your good Friend St. Cy- 
frian will tell you, Epifiopofimel FaHo^ 
& CoUegarum ac Plebk ecftimonio & jw 
dicio comprobatOy ^lium cmftitui nuBa 
modopojje. f Ep. 41 . ad Cornel J This, 
I think, is plain enough; but becaufe 
our Author is for abundance of Words, 
if he pleafe to read St. Cyprian's Epiftle 
to AmofvianWy who favoured Njvatia- 
niis in fuch a cafe z% is daily expecSed 
will be ours, he may there find Reafons, 
as well as bare Aflertions, of which take 
this tafte; Cum nemo ante fe fhefpeaks 
of Cornelius Bifliop of i^oiw^) fatius ejjee, 
ciim Fabiani locus^ i. e. ciim locus Petri 
& gradits Cathedra SaccrdotaUs vacara^ 
quo occupato de dei voluntatc ^ at que 
omnium mflrum conftttfione firtnato ; 
mtifjUK jam Epifcofus fieri voluit^foris 
fiat necejje eft^ nee habeat Ecclefiafticam 
Ordinatimem , qui Ecclefine non tenet 
ZJnitatem \ quijquu iHe fiierit^ rnultum 
de fe ja^ansy (5ifibi plurimum vt^idicans^ 
pfofanus e(t , aUenus f/f , forts eft, Et 
cum foft primum fecundus ejfe non p^ffir^ 
quifquis poft unum^ qui folus ejfe debsat^ 
faHusefti non jam fecundus lUe, fed nuUus 
eft. (^Ep. 52J Thug it is plain, That 
the grand Reafon why St. Cy frian gives 
the Caufe againft Novatian, was, becaufe 
Cornelius in the Vacancy of the See was 
Canonically placed there before^ him. 
If thetciott a ^\ftxQ^ \» >^t>o&.\^V2k 
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the place of anotherii who is lawfully 
Bi(hop of the Place, all fuch tratifadli- 
ons are void and null in themfelfes $ 
and all that forfake their true Biihop, 
and )oyn with him who is thruft in, are 
Schifmaticks ; and though there (hould 
be any Penalty or Deprivation befall the 
Bifliop ; yet if it be fuch, which in its 
own Nature doth only amount to a Suf- 
penfion, it cannot make the Place capa- 
ble of another Bifhop ; becaufe, notwith- 
ftanding the prefent reftraint, he re- 
mains l^fliop ftill, though under a kind 
of an arreft ; and in fuch Cafe the re- 
turn of the ufe and exercife of that 
Authority, which all this while b really 
]odg*d in him, is to be waited and en- 
deavoured. 

■ From hence, I think, it doth appear, 
that it was a ruled Cafe in the Church, 
That if any Perfon did come into any 
other than a vacant See, and claim there 
as direct: and proper Bifhop, ( as Nova^ 
tianm did againft CvrmUus^ ) both he 
and all his adherents were adjudged 
Schifmaticks. As to a Vacancy I am 
ftill of the fame Mind, and if our Au- 
thor would have me change it, he would 
foonerhave prevailed with me by Argu- 
ments than Threatnings ; I have feri- 
oufly' thought on it, and cannot yet 
imagine how a Vacancy can be, but one 
of thefe three ways; either God muft 
make the Sec void by his Death , or a 
lawful Authority makes it voyd by a 
lawful Depofition, or he himfelf makes 
it void by his Renunciation. For the 
laft of thefe, I perceive, our Author has 
a prefent kindnefs, but how long it may 
hold I know not. For when others 
have taken away their Eftates, he in a 
pretty fly way pcrfwades them to mend 
the Matter, by renouncing their Order, 
and, I believe, with much the fame 
defign, that the Fox praifed the Cock 
for an excellent Singer, that while he 
ihut his Eyes as he crow'd, Reynard 
might have the opportunity to run in 
upon him, and ipake a prey of tern \ 
as to the fccottd way, which is Dcpo- 



fition 9 I do not fee that there is the 
leaft room for any Plea for it in this 
Cafe. For be the Authority of the Se- 
cular Power what it will^ as to the taking 
away their Eftates, the confinement or 
pnnifliment of their Perfons, or the 
temporary reftraint of the exercife of 
their Authority; yet, that the- Secular 
Power can unmake a Bilfaop, ( which is 
the only thing can, as to them, come up 
to our Cafe,) I ftill peretpptorily deny ; 
And let our Author clap his Hands and cry 
S'too, let him fet all he can on my 
Back, all the' threatnings in the World, 
nay all the things that can be threatned 
ihall never fright me from it ; indeed 
if he can fairly convince me by Argu- 
ment, I will yield, and give up my Re- 
ligion, when they pleafe to demand it: 
But he had beft have a care what he 
does; for, in the end, he himfelf would 
be no Gainer by the Bargain. In the 
next place, if he fly to an Ecclciiafti- 
calDepofiti on, there feveral things muft 
be enquired into. As, Firft, A ftifficicnt 
Caufe, without which the Adl would be 
manifeft Injuftice, if not void. To en- 
quire after all the C4U fes, for which a 
Bifliop may lawfully be Depofed, would 
be too tedious ; Fhotiut in the I4tb: 
Ch. of his Nomocanon refers us to very 
many, I will not fay all; our Author 
may fearch them at his leafure, and fee 
if he can pick up a new Charge ; as fop 
the prefent Accufalion it is a thing of that 
Nature, that the contrary may rather 
j?jftifie the doing the fame by ethers. In 
the next place there muft be compcteiit 
Judges; and the I2th. Canon of the 
Council oiCarthagi will not allow Kfs 
than Twelve Biftiops to depofe a Bilhop. 
But lay all Circumftances together as our 
prefent Cafe is, and I am apt to think 
that there will not be found any compe- 
tent Authority to fit in Judgment upon 
our Biihops. But be that as it M^rlh, 
When hath any fuch AutKo^v!L\ ^cssa.^^ 

bt ^ WV\ ^tA ^^xt ^^'»^<^^%^ ^^.^^^^ 
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of CdYthage you may fee what Horrour 
the Biihops exprefled in the Cafe of 
{it4odvuhdeus of Depofing a Biihop* be- 
fore his Caufe had a full and final Hear- 
ing. Indeed in fome Cafes the Canons 
cenfure ipfifaBo^ and then foch folemn 
Proceedings are not neceflary ; bat even 
then there muft be a notoriety of the 
Fadt the Canon relates to 9 and there 
muft be a Declaration, that the Canon 
takes Place. But I do not fee that any 
of thefe things can be fo much as pre- 
tended in this Cafe, and thereforie depo- 
sed they are not : The laft way of Va- 
cancy is Death ; but of that I need not 
Difcourfe, there are ( thanks be to God } 
if not a great, yet a venerable Number 
of them living ; and, I hope, God will 
long continue their Lives for his Honour* 
their own Renown, and the Good of this 
dillrefTed Church. 

From the foregoing Diicourfe^ thefe 
Conlequences may be fairly drawn ; Firft, 
That whofoever (hall be put into the 
Place of the pretended Deprived Biihops, 
are not to be efleemed Biffaops, nor 
ought either Clergy or People to regard 
them, but to adhere firmly to their for- 
mer true Biihops. Secondly, That who- 
foever (hall Ordain fuch, or endeavour 
to Place them there, make themfelves 
Criminals, and liable to an Ecclefiaftical 
Cenfure. Thirdly , That they and all 
their adherents are Schifmaticks. I am 
accuftomed to fpeak my Mind plainly 5 
if this do not pleafe you, I cannot help 
it ; you were pleafed to call for Autho- 
rities, I have given you fome, and when 
you are at leafure, I hope I fliall hear of 
your Epiftles. 

Having thus difpatched the Argument, 
I think, I need not put in any Anfwer to 
his impertinent Queftions ; but whereas 
he fayS; My Argument wiUJerve §ither 
ftfdjj as well for the Bifkops and Metro- 
politans that have, as thofe that have 
not taken the Oaths, he is much mifta- 
ken ; for if my Allegationibe good, they 
^j/J be liable to cenfure 3 and if he con- 
^^^/> be wJIIjrhld th^t thsit Mltcts the 



Cafe. And fay this he may pereeive,Thrt 
whatever matters of State have occafr 
oned, yet it is not bare matters of State 
we proceed upon, nor do we think it 
unlawful to fwear Allegiance to the So- 
vereign Power ; and therefore both hie 
Qyettions in that refpetS: are Imperti*- 
nent. But I defice to know what Pri-^ 
mitive Chriftians ever thought it lawful 
to take an Oath of Allegiance, to that 
which is no Sovereign, againft that 
which really is, or to take a later Oath 
diredtly contrary to a former lawfiil 
Oath ? But if he can find none fuch, if 
he pleafe, I can furniih him with a fort 
of Chriftians in the Primitive Times,who 
made fo little Confcience of Oaths, that 
Jnroj Perjura 5 Sgcretum prodsre noli, ia 
faid to be a received Aiciome amongft 
them ; and if thefe are for his turn, I 
4o not envy him their Company. But 
one great Artifice of our Autlior, is to 
take the out skirts, or fome little fnips 
of the Caufe, and then put Queftions as 
if we were concerned about nothing clfe^ 
which is pitiful Sophiftry ; if he pleafe 
to deal fairly, and take the whole Cafe 
together, be may take the liberty to ask 
as many Queftions as he pleafe, and I 
doubt not but he may be furniihed with 
Aufwers. In the mean time I (hall leave 
this matter here ; and as for what £oh 
lows, it coming not up fo fairly to the 
Merits of the Caufe , I ihall be very 
ihort. 

The next thing that comes upon the 
Stage , is, PMick Good, which , like 
the Phcgnix, is born to deftroy it felf ; 
for it is rarely ufed, but when all other 
Reafons fail ; and commonly then moft 
ftrongly pretended, when the Intention 
and Defign is to deftroy it. Much Fairer 
and Hpnefter it would be, if Men would 
plead the Juftice and Righteoufnefs of 
their Caufe, and not thus iuftifie the 
moft ihameleis Treachery and prodigi- 
ous Villany under the Difguifes and falfe 
Pretences of Publick Good ; but I muft 
follow our Author, ai\d it (hall be as 
clofe as 1 CMi, i>mX \ towi. v\v^ feic««xi- 
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hive done with him, and get into better Com- 
pjiny. Idid lay, that the task his Author un- 
dertook would better become a Committee- 
man or Sca.ucfirator than a Divine of the Church 
p/England ; and he grants that this had been 
true, provided it had been true that he under- 
took what I charge him with, 'ihat the Pub- 
hcl{^ G^od will Pf'^urrant i« to dejlro^ a Uwftd 
Kjn^. As to which I ftiall only ask ihiiQue- 
Ition, Whether K J. was our lawful K. fT not ? 
If he WPS, I think they have deitrcycd him as 
far as they can ; ih.it it"is rot done more et- 
fcClurti=y, is not for w^nt of gojd Will, but 
of Fowei : Ai d if I ht not ftr^nf^ely miitaken, 
thii is u:e thing which is dcfendtd, or which 
af leaft oui?.ht to be clcfendtd ; for otherwife 
jiil the reii: f.iiis. Next he taxcth me, as having 
etcher a b.id Mfmjrjf, or a voy bad Conjciencc^ 
for fjyng, That his Author had not proved 
ttie mntter in IIypothcJii6ic. m onr f articular 
C^ifi:\ ( uw A bad Memory is no j^ood thing, 
but a vei y bad Confcicncc is a very ill thing ; 
but, I thiiik, I have no ^,rt'at caufc to accuie 
either in this Matter. For let them prfetend 
uhat they will, particular Pcrfons and A(5Vi- 
ons, and the thing as it really is, they will 
never be brought to j but here they always 
'•ipiiofe Cafes, which they would have People 
to belive is ours, or like ours, but never come 
home to the point. If they would give me 
leave, I would propound fome Cafts of Con- 
icience, and name Pcrfons and AcSions } fo 
that a diredl Anfwcr niuft unavoidably be gi- 
ven, or the trifling appear j but I would ad- 
vife thefeMen not to talk too much of Con- 
fcience, lealc they ftiould awaken her, and 
flie fhculd fing a Song in their Ears, and make 
their Hearts ake. But before he can come to 
the Matter, this learned Author in Romances, 
i>ot bchig able to find cut any thing more 
contemptible, compares me to Don Qiiixot ; 
but he ihould have rcmembred, that he was 
a kind of a defperate Fellow, and there may 
be fome hazaid in undei taking fuch an Ad- 
verfary 5 however, I believe, I ftiall never 
mifkake him for an Enchanted Caftle, or a 
Wind-milJ, though, for any thing I know, he 
may have one in his Head. 

Three Heads he propounds from my Dif- 
courfe , of which the laft is the Notion of 
Publick Good, and after his Landable Ctib- 



faftiion, of going backward, he will needs 
begin with that ; but at laft I find we arc a- 
greed, That Pubiick Good is good for Some- 
body, but who that Somebody is, it feems we 
are not yet agreed \ for, he lays, it is not a 
Per/tmal Good, and yet if it be not good for 
Perfonsj I am afraid it will prove good for no 
Body. If he had pleui'ed, he might have oh- 
fervcd , That I called the Publick Good a 
P er fond Good ^ not with reference to Mens pri- 
vate feparate Intercft in detriment of the reft, 
biU with refpedl to th-.'in ss Perfons in So- 
ciety ; and doubtlefs Publick Good is in its 
hi^hclt Exaltation, when it*s DifFufive to all; 
but yet in fome Cafes particular Perfons, or 
Panics may, and muft iufFer for the Prcfer- 
vaiion of the Community, and this I h\i\y 
owrcd, and it' he would not fee it, I cannot 
hi ;p ir •, but to ar^ne as if I difowned any 
fuch tlnnff, is ve; y Difingenuous. But if there 
may be fome Cales, wherein it may be the 
Glory cf fome to fi:fFer; Yet will this prove it 
to be the Publick Gjocl,for fome Men to raife 
their Fortunes upon the Ruins of their Coun- 
try .- I think he might as well fay. That a 
Mis ouj;ht to fet his H lufe on fire on purpofe, 
that three or four Thieves might have the 
opportunity to run away with the belt of his 
G o.is. I know not better how to compare 
the Publick Good of a Community, than to 
the HUety of a human body, when every Part 
and Member is right, found, and well difpo- 
fed, arid out of danger, it is certainly then 
belt with it ; but if a blow be made at me, I 
ftiall rather take it on my Arm than on my 
Head, though it was intended at my Head, 
and not at my Arm; and yet, I think, herein 
the Arm had no in}uftice from the Head or 
Body, though it had from the external Ene- 
my, becaufe the ufe of it in fuch cafe is to 
defend the Head, and it would have fufifered 
more, if the blow had been taken there ; and 
as to internal Diftempers, fome are removed 
by Cure, and every part preferved ; but in 
cafe the whole be indangered by the difaffe- 
dlion of a part, then we come to Amputati- 
on, and fpare not a Leg or Arm, or any Mem- 
bcr,whereby the Body may be preferved found, 
though not entire; but thea 0^^&.^&►•*-'«ss^s^s^%. 
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cafes of abfolutc Neceffity •, but then if the 
Diftemper affedt the Head or Heart , as all 
lawful Means ou^ht to be ufed, fo all Hazards 
muft be run : For nothing can Warrant the 
cutting cfF the Head , or pulling out the 
Heart. Here the whole unavoidably muft 
follow the fate of the p:n t, and fo the Reme- 
dy is worfe than the Difcafe, and therefore 
under no pretence whatfoever to be pradlifed. 
If it be obj.iifted, That ihe Head hath not the 
fame Connexion with the Civil and with the 
Natural Body, and that the Civil Body may be 
preferved by a new Head, though not the 
Natural 5 I Anfwcr, Firlt, That it is the f^fett 
Courle for the Prefervation of the Society to 
pay the fame deference to the Civil Head as 
to the Natural ; and this, 1 tlvi+ik, our Con- 
ftitutions do, by making the legal Succeffioa 
of Kings to be the fame Head, according to 
that known Axiome i{ex non moritur. Se- 
condly, That in any Body whatfoever it is 
moft unnatural for the Body to confpire a- 
gairft, and dcftroy the Head. Thi:dly,Th.it 
in this relpccil the Civil Head hath a cloler 
Connexion with the Body, than the Natural 
that the Dgaments between it and the Body 
are the Conltitiuions, fo that let him be dri- 
ven where he will, whilft he is' alive and in 
Being, hj will bear the Relation of the Head 
to the Body, while iho'e Conliitujons lalt. 
To alter thefe at plefure, and Mens Rights 
with them, is the hightft Injuftice-, and the 
fetting any other Head on than the Conftituii- 
ons bear, moft cutainly puts the Budy into 
ftrange Convulfions, and nuen ere lon^; brings 
-Ruin upon it. Beware a C'jnimon-wealih, my 
Mafters ! Methinks I hear the Magpyes, Daws, 
Crows and Rooks about the Town, begin to 
fet their Notej that way. 

But after all, let all, that can, be allowed to 
Publick Good ; yet it ought to be cor.fidered 
whether it be the particular Cafe, and whether 
the Publick Good be Secured or Advanced. 
And here it would be eiiquired, Whether Re- 
ligion be better Secured to us ? Whether 
Mens Lives and Properties arc more Safe ? 
Uow we encreafc in Strength , in Trade, in 
Mic/ies^ and the like ? And tlwugh I do not 
9^yij//r ovr Gain, yet iHany of t/icfe Things 

^^^ ^(T-^ ^^y^ ^^^ ^^'f^^^ is a certain 
^^.c^JJed the V£^Ii B^HGAIN. 



which fpeaks of thefe Things ; and if the 
Government would encourage that Author to 
write, I am perfwadcd he would quickly fet 
that Controveifio in the true Light ; and to 
him as the fitteit Min I le^ve it. 

The next thing is the Pradlicability of this 
Princi[)lc of Publick Good. Now whatever 
the Publick Gjod 15, or whatever it may War- 
rant., yet if People arc to make that their 
Rule, they will ) idge of it, and then eve;y 
one will judge of Publick Good according to 
his own Inte.ctt and Perfuafion; and tiiis by 
fcveral Arguments I did prove would till the 
World with Violence andConfufi)n. But he 
is fo far from anfwering any of my Argu- 
ments, that he never mentioneth one of cm 
as ienfi')lc that it would fpoil all that he 
intended to fham on me afterwards. But 
very honelUy he Sums up my Argument, as I 
neither laid r.or meant it, and t Jls me, That 
l\\t Publick^Good's being liable to be al/:!!cd^ is 
an inconcluding Argunjent, not only becauCe 
of the Inconfequenccbut becaufe this is a w.n 
of Arguing, thjt may Jervs agaih^ any uung; 
andtf we fut Publick^ Jitjiice^ or Laws, or 
Heligion^ or i{'}fomation^ into the plitce of P. b- 
bck^Good, it (vill hold in any of th.m as svjH js 
the othci : Grant this to be true, thtuigh it is 
of his own making ; yet will this conciuc'e, 
that whoever pleads Pubiick G od. Re!igi<-.!i, 
or Reform a t-i on, is ncctfiTarily in the Righ. .> 
Aad if it be fo liab'e to be abufcd, D.>th it 
jfiot neaily concern r.' to examine ucll vviic- 
tlier it be not abui'ed r When fo m.iuy ij.;-.e 
been impoleil upon by it, and even we our 
fclves fo very lately aim \\ to our utter Rui.i, 
muft we ftillbc fuch Foo's as tob.'live witii- 
out more adoe every bawling, or felf-inicref- 
(cd Fellow, who cries P;/^//c/j^GW? For this 
Reafon I did then tairly intimate, That P//^- 
Itck^ G)od as a common Noife, or folitary IMea, 
is never to be admitted without fuch Cnfe^ 
rions, and other Evidencts accompanying it, 
as may make it app;rar, that whit is pleaded 
is real. And thus it will be in any of the Ca- 
fes he fupp^fcth ; if he pleafe he may fet up 
the cry of [{e formation^ and then the Church 
of England is for Reforming the Church of 
Homt •, ye^, ^\ iVus Vvmc ^erha^s one part of 
U is for RctomwY^gj^vvoWvw v ^"^^ V^^^^VfeCx^w 
would Rrfovm \Yvcm\io\\v, w\ \\a \vA^v^xv- 
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dent oatdoeth. him ; and ftiti the Ajnabap- 
tift hath a Knack of Reforming furtl>er, and 
the Quaker he is for Reforming them all. 
Now (et all thefe on Work> and encourage 
them by telling them, That the Plea of Re- 
formation being liable to be abufcd isno^Ar- 
gument, bnt it is I»confeqncnt, and would 
reach to Publick Good, or any thi» g dfc; and 
if they were fnff. red to p.o on in this mad 
Humour, I am apt to ihiuk, that in a ftiort 
time, they would reform auay all R< ligion. 
And i^ iheretoveReformation be icfjuijed. we 
mutt not p efeniiy f;ili lo altering i.r pu'.ling 
down, but fi.-tt er.quire whether. ih^re be any 
thing that iTanc's in netdot Reformation. F >r. 
if.thir.gs be eiiher well or near wdl. change is 
rarely for the better : But if there be difcove- 
red til her fuch grofiEirors, or intolerable A- 
bufes .1$ need Retv^rmaiion,yet it mult be dune 
in a regular Cuurfe 5 fm' thcnigh there ftiould 
be iicver lb much need of Re/ormation, if }ou 
will allow all to be Publick Retormers, ycu 
will muid Relgion worfe than thofe Tinkers 
do K^rttles, who^ iniiead of (topping one hole, 
make two. And thus as to Pub ick Good, the 
bare Name of it is not enough, eipecially when 
Tuch great Actions are preteudcU for the fake 
of it, as for any thing we know may prove 
fat.il ; and therefore when fuch a Pretence is 
fet up, I think, there is a double Teft where- 
by it ought to betryed; for as a Civil Society 
we ought to examine fuch Pretences with 
their ags ceablcnefs to our Conltitiitions; for 
if they be contrary totbem,they portend a Civil 
Deftrucition. But then as we arc a Chriliian 
Society, this Pretence of Publick Good muft 
be examined by the Rules of F igiueou fueis, 
and the Gulpel of the BlefTcd Jefus *, and if 
Men will pretend for Publick Good, to dilan- 
nul mdifpenfable Du'ies, to deftroy all Fjith 
and Tiuth amongtt Men, and to over-throw 
the very Natuie of Gjod and Evil, by making 
it Changeable and Subfervient to every prelcnt 
Turn and Oza-fiun y this is the ready way to 
deftroy not only the Civil Society, but the 
Chrilkian Church. And If th^it which makes 
void PiorTiifes and Oaths, which evacuates 
G.xl's C.mmandments, wljich transforms 
Treachery into Vertue, and eiiher makes it 
lauful to do Evil that Good m.\y comeo\' \\, 
orHdtly fdysit li no Evil, if Good ma7\\*vv»^iv 



to come of it, ( for I think there is not 
Good come of it yet. ) I fay if this be xv 
itrudtive of the Evangelical Rule, I kno 
what can. And if difintereffed Perfons w 
judge of Particulars in the prefcnt Cafe, I 
to think o'^ which Side even a Moral H< 
would give the Verdidl, to the Shame c 
numbers of Chriltians. 

The third thing propofed, is, who fl 
Judge} i.e. either of iheMi'chicf, orth 
mHy. As to tl\e former, he f.^ys, T/jj 
bcftre us is jvPpoJed to be notonom : It 
i\^i'<\ fuppoffdjbut it was never proved. M 
dtft.'oy ^ King and Government for the^ 
and Siiiidcrs that malicious Men fuppi 
defence of their Wjckcdnefs? Two 1 
indtcd he mentions, which have a Ten 
( as he faith ) to the DiihuElion of a G 
tnem^ Defer t ion and Lunacy. Now, if 
was Lunatick, this is the fi.'ft time I have 
of it *, but if he was , that is not a fufl 
ground to depofe him : Indeed it may 
rant the fetting up a Protestor, or Rege 
adl in his Name; but the Honour and 
ftill remain with him. This feemstol 
Cafe o^ Edward III. who at the latte 
of his Reign, being fenfible of his Indifpo 
fcr Governmtnt; made Licnely D\ikt o 
rence. Regent of the Realm. But thi 
rcavtd neither Bd^vard III. his Father 
Hicbard 1 1, his Nephew, of their Right 
tor Dcferiion, I think they ought no 
ihame to have named it, unlefs they hi 
turned fome better Anfwtr to the Paper ( 
Defertion Difci/Jid, than imprifoning thi 
Ihor. But he faith , I might as well 
asktd , who (hall be the 'jidgCy tvhethc 
Banks are broken down in an Inundation 
I hope he doth not mean an Inundati( 
F reigners, Poverty, and Cruelty. But 
is it hrfth broke the Banks, or madi 
Breaches } Or how are they repared ai 
mended ? No doubt, but that now all \i 
and we are out of danger, and as fi 
Thieves in a Msll. But after all, he r 
have confidered, That there is a great 
rence between judging in Naturals an< 
li ticks. As to the Objects of my Si 
Natuie hath made ave. vfejt ^i.'is^"^^^' 
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10 ; but I am not fo proper a Judge of 
indcncy of my Superiours Adlions, they 
often moved by fuch Springs a^ i eannot 
id therefore can make no certain Judg- 
of them : And it is no ftrange thing for 
; to miftake thefe A(flions when done, 
5t to know what is good for themfcl/cs. 
the Earl of Strafford was accufed for 
:ing Trade in Ir dandy and for urging 
ceflity of the Interpofition of the King's 
irity, where the Letter of the Law was 
:vere upon his Subjed^s. And I could 
the Perfon, who in Vindication of the 
rity of the Kentiih Men to a certain 
1 in DiftrefSf urged his putting an Ad): 
:utionin thorep;?rts, than which, Tcarce 
ling more tended to the Ady.incemcnt 
r Trade, as even he, who urged it, had 
rly acknowledged. Thus fome peojfle 
lake even llealih it felf to be a Difeafe. 
iv, if we are not well qualified to judge 
e Evil, we arc ftill more unfit to be 
\ of the Remedy. For it is a Madnefs to 
of applying a Cure to wc know not 

But to put a ftop here; he (uppofes 
wherein the Supreme Govcrnour m;iy be 
:y, and iherefore not to be allowed to be 
in his own Cafe •, But then will not his 
Eb be a Party too ? And if they in this 
nutt be allowed to be Judge over the Su- 
r Governour, What is this but to fet a 
ne above a Supreme, whilft he himf'elf 
I, That the Supreme Govcrmiir has no 
ne? But it is an idle if not a wicked 
; to fuppofe fuch Cafes without proving 

when fuch Suppofals are made the Rea- 

their A(%ions ; For at this rate noGo- 
lent can be long-liv'd. When that is 
i to be the Cafe, it is then time enough 
rourfe of what may be done by the In- 
*s and Petitions of the People, and the 
tion of co-ordinate Powers , in order 

things to Rights. But let his Author 
ver fo plainly, That he dab not fet up 
0W9Y of the Peofle over Kings , yet bis 
pies do ', and Men adt by thofe, what- 
ley may pretend or fay to the contrary. 
to what concerns a Bodj ofMen, he puts 
two Qyeftions from his Author. PVhe' 
sr -^-#5^ e^^//r 2^4/ fan /icfh fwf bind us to 
^^^A^'^^^^/^^^Mf^ aSttiisl PoJJef^ 



pon of the throne hy confent of the three Ejlates of 
thi ^ealm ? And whether Juch an Oath may not 
lattffuUy he taken, nottvith^landing any former 
Oath? The affirmative he proves from the 
Cmjent of the People^ whofe true ^eprefenta* 
tivest ( as he fays ) they are, I need not here 
examine of what Force is the Confcnt of the 
People, becaufc the Foundation whereon he 
Grounds it, as to our prefcnt Cafe, is faMe : 
For the three E(htes of the Realm are the 
King's three Eltates, and they can neither be 
legal Eftates, nor legal Reprefentaiives with- 
out the King's Authority, Writs, and Summons, 
and other Requifites. But, it fcems, the In- 
quirer here put an unlucky Qneftion. PPhere 
or horn can all the People m:et ? Which he fcorn* 
fully thus Anfwers. yis if the Author h$ op* 
pofes thought of no lefs than the numbering of 
the People from Dan to Bcerlheba. But if he 
did not think of numbering them from Djlh 
to Beerfkeba^ he ought to have thought of 
numbering them from B.irttick, to Dover. For 
if the Government was not diffolved. Why 
goes it not according to the Conititution ? If 
it was diflblved, than all Men were ns free ;is 
it is poffible for Men to be ; and theniio Man 
could reprefent another wi-hout his exprefs 
Confent ; and every ones Con lent ou^ht to he 
taken Vtritim; for whoi'oever did not give his 
Confent, did not come irto your new Body, 
and his natural Freedom could not without 
Ipjuftice be taken from him by Force. 

When I thought we had been near an end, 
he is got ngain to the begining ; and when 
he was ibitiking of clofmg^ in the very next 
Words, he propounds no lefs than three Heads 
of Difcourfe, which, he fays, his Author tren- 
ted of towards the bcgining ; but all amount 
to no more, but the old Cuckoo Note of 
Publick Good, and that it ought to over-rule 
every thing \ as to which I might briefly An- 
fwer, That Publick Good is to be promoted 
in the way of Duty, not out of it ^ and this 
is very ill taken up for a Plea, where there is 
neither Publick Good' nor Duty in the Matter 
they plead for. But he undertakes to prove 
the Matter by Inftances, only they are Inftan- 
ces which have been already Anfwered, and 
he doth not handle them fo dextcroufly as his 
Author. He begins V^tth Parents and Chil« 
derco, an wduclii Otcwtiv ; V ^^^^^>^'^^ *Vw 
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to God i mhicb is ^sfihnm 4 Thin^ ^ an OatbO 
hinders thatgood^ which Chilirm are bound to 
do to ParentSy it ceajith to oblige^ as our Savi*' 
our declares : Very good. But the reafon is, 
becaufe that Vow never obliged at all, as be- 
ing unlawful, and contrary to that which God 
and Nature had made a Duty of Childtt'en to 
Parents, though Wicked or Froward. I thought 
the Duty of Children to Parents had been Ab- 
dicated ; at ieaft.Sir, you ought to have over- 
look'd it. But I defire it may be obferved. 
That, to make amends for this overfight, this 
very Author, who here makes the Duty of 
Children to Parents fo Sacred that it makes 
void a Vow to God himfelf, within 3 Pages 
next following teacheth you a trick to vacate 
the Obligation of the Fifth Commandment. 

But it feems I had faid. That this was no- 
thing to the purpofe, and I think I there pro- 
ved it : But he fays, it n to the pinpo/e, becaiife 
if the procuring and preferving the Puhlickfiood 
be a Duty, ana tt^hat a Perjon bath vowed or 
fworn be deflruHivo if i>, then the Oath cannot 
oblige^ no more than a VoWf 6cc. ( p, 28. ) But 
I fay thisalfo is nothing to the Purpofe. For 
though the procuring and preferving the pub- 
lick Good be a Duty, yet it doth not make 
every thing a Duty, which may tend towards 
it ; and it muft be procured and preferved 
only by means lawful and honed. If Children 
might murther their Parents for the Publick 
Good, fuch Parents ai have large Eftates and 
wicked Children, bad need lock out iharp ; 
for Pretences, even of Publick Good, would 
not long l>e wanting to fend them of an 
Errand to another World. 

Whereas I had faid, with refpedl to fuch 
Oath or Vow, That the Sin was in makjvg^ 6cc. 
he fays this is true, where the Matter 9$ un* 
lawful in itfclf^ but not where the Obligatim 
covies to eeafe. And this I grant alfo to be 
true ; but (hen a Man ought to be very well 
a^red that the Obligation doth ceafe, for 
otherwife all the Arts and Shifts in the world 
will not abfolve him from Perjury. And I 
infifted on the firft, as being our Cafe ; and 
therefore hislnftance of the Shew-breadis be- 
fide the Matter: For though, as dedicated to 
God, it belonged to the Priats,yet it was nevec 
unlawful in it k]f for a Afjn to eat Bread \ nor 
dkffacA Dedication binder the Friefts frotn 



being Charitable, and in cafe of necefltty, re 
lieviDg a good Man from being ftarved. And 
though it be the falhion of our days, not only 
to make Men poor, but by ail means pofTible 
to hinder them from any Relief, that they may 
ftarve ; yet he needed not to have gone to the 
Jews for an Inftance, but might have told us 
of Chriftian Bifliopi, who in times of Famine 
have fold the Riches of their Churches, to buy 
Food for the Poorj and Pofterity hath ho- 
noured their Memory for it. As for his Story 
of Jaddus, I will not trouble my felf to call it 
in queftion ^ it will be fomewhat to the Pur- 
pofe when he can prove thefe three things, 
I. That Jaddi4S and the ]^ews took an Oath 
to Alexander: I find no fuch thing in the 
Storf ; and he knows that we do not deny 
all manner of Submlffion to Force. 2. That 
Darim .was living when Jaddus made the Sub- 
miflion. 3. That we have the fame Authority, 
Warrant, and Directions, which Jaddm and 
the Jews had ; as to which laft, he may do 
very well to addrefs himfelf to a certain Per- 
fon, whom he very well knows, and try if 
be can find it in the H^velations, 

The next Inftance is of the Parents Part 
to Children, as to which he cites ihcfe words 
from his Author; If Parents, injlead of regard* 
ing the Good of their Children , do openly deftgn 
their B^ine, none will fay but that they are 
bound to take Care of their ownPVcllfare. They 
arefo; but yet even then there is a Duty 
owing from thofe Children to thofe Parents. 
But in order to take off my Anfwcr there 
given, as if he had received a double Portion 
of Hugh Pcurs's Spirit, he falls to his black- 
ening Arts, and with the help of Flam- Sup- 
pofals and notoiious Falflioods, reprefents as 
indulgent a Father as perhaps lived, as if he 
were another Saturn^ who devoured bis own 
KTue ; and then he thinks the Child may enter 
upon the Eftate, and kfep PifJ^ffton againft his 
Parent, &c. and then tryumpiiantly asks this 
queftion. May not aUthtsbedone, and the Fifth 
Commandment /land in itsfuU Force? ¥es. 
Sir 1 the Fifth Commandment will be infbrce» 
and you and others, fome time or other, will 
find fo; but as you ocd«.t vJwt'VbaN^wtXaR!*^ 
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lout to difpoflefs the Father of his Eftatc, or 
To knock out his Brains. Do not you think 
you have done an Heroick Adl, thus to di- 
spute away the fifth Cammannment ? But at 
this rate, I am afraid you will paint Pf^stc- 
Chafel black, and make People doubtful, how 
he is a Preacher of Righteouthef's, who devifes 
T ricks to take aw;iy the Obligation of God s 
Commandments. 

The third Inftance is of Mafiers and Ser- 
'oantSy I't^oTS ar.d Captives \ and tntheje ( his 
Author fays) there is a l{i'^ard had to the Be- 
9i€Jit of thofe^ who are in Suhj^Hun, This 1 
did ^rant, but withall dt*ny, That any Confe- 
<iuencc could bediawn thence, whiih would 
be for his turn. But here he accufcth me of 
Ignorance, Nonicnfe, Blunders, and wha't not, 
;4nd all alon^ after (peaks in fuch infolent lan- 
guage, as I think is only fit to be dtfpired 5 
and therefore I will not do him the Pkafure 
to take any farther notice of it: dily 1 think 
it difingcnuous to cite my Words by the 
hakes, and then cry out oi 'Sonjcnfe a^id In- 
co7if,jlcncie5. But it was impudence, aflbon as 
this was done, tortpeat the following Words, 
which both make them Senfe, and take away 
all Inconfiitency. But to my Argument he 
anfwers, Ihat heiyig under Government ( rightly 
fo called. ) doth rtot Metamorphofe m into Beafts j 
yet mere ahjol/ue Pcfpcr C9me4 very near it. I 
know not what he means by his Gwernmetit 
{ rightly fo called;) I hope it is nor Ufurpation. 
That Parenthefii would better have become 
^-mother, than him. But his Ar.fwer is neither 
to ihe purpofe, nor true; For there neither is 
nor can be any government, but (omewherc 
there is lodp/d in it thnt, which he calls an 
ahfol/fte Pcwcr; and thus in his way of Ar- 
sguing, he hath near Metamorfhfcd all Man- 
•kind into Beafts, unleis there be any fuch as 
are under no Government at all. I as hear- 
tily wifli, as he or any other Man can, That 
Power may be well ufed ; and yet I think I 
ought to ht content to allow my Governours 
their "Failings , without mutinying againft 
them, and difpfacing them : This would be, 
'not only endlefs, bat^te condemn our fclves; 
for if it were faid to us, be that is Without 
Sin, let him caft the firft Jime^ I doubt you 
w-ou/d /carce JSnd one to begin the Work. 
^/s DJ/bndiiQn of a frtv^fc Injury from liiat 



ttbtrein the Publiek, » cmarfiedy is not praAi- 
cable upon his Principle; For let it be made 
lawful on any account to depofe the fupream 
Governour, and the leaft and moff private In- 
jury imaginable ihall be interpreted a Breach 
of the Sub)e(fts Privilege in general, and con- 
fequently againft the Publick Good. But 
there will be no need for this, according to 
his Principle. For if the antecedent Good fas 
he calls it) be Jo the Meajure of the Obltga* 
tion, as to dijjolve tt^ when that is wanting, 
every M-in will be prone to think his own 
particular Good to be as much that antece- 
dent Good, as any thing he can call publick $ 
and confcquentl) if he be wronged, v\ ill take 
hin'ifclf to be abfolved from his Allegiance. 
This is an admirable way to make Govern- 
ment firm and it able. 

The lalt Relation he mentions is between 
Princes and their Subjects, as to which, the 
only material thing he f.iys, is, Vjatthc\a* 
ture cf Political Oaths is fich^ that thty are 
reciprocal. Now though I do not think this 
will hold, yet to what puipofe fhould I enter 
into a Difcourfe about Oaths, when our Bu- 
finefs is with the Duties, which were antece- 
dent to the Oaths, and to the Performance 
of which we are more ftrongly bound by thofe 
Oaths! Thcfe undoubtedly are not recipro- 
cal; For if the Subicdl will not do his Duty, 
or abfolutely deny it, doth this deprive the 
King of his. Right to Sovereignty? At this 
rate indeed we may depofe Kings, and trars- 
fer Allegiance at pleafurc. It were a veiy 
happy thing, if the Duties of Relations were 
always juftly and mutually paid; but if there 
be (as too often there is) a Failure on the 
one p.irt, it doth not difcharge the Obliga- 
tions of the other. Children owe a D'lty to 
wicked Parents, Servants to hard Mafters, 
Subjeds to fevere Kings; though it were 
much better, if they had more Encouragement 
to perform their Obligations. 

Every Cur will be fnarling at the dead 
Lyon, whom otherwife he durlt not look in 
the Face. The Actions, Writings, and Repu- 
tation of Dr. Hammond AW^ Bifhf^p Sanderjon, 
were enough to blaft thcfe Pi oceedings; and 
then fore almcft every Scribler for the latb 
Trcachw^ dolh ^\\ he can to Itffen ih i: 
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fion to vip.dicatc Biftiop Sanderfon ; but he 
tells me In.ftake between what the Confent 
of the cbfent Prince is founded upon, and upon 
what the Ca/wfts found their Opinion of the 
Obltj^ation that lies on Mankind to do what 
tetids to the PMick^Good under a Vjurpation ; 
and this he calls teaching me A, B, C. and 
indeed I think he is much fitter to teach 
A. B. C' than fo great a Congregation, un- 
lefs he had more Confcience and Honefty. 
However, I will not learn my A. B- d of 
him, if it were only for this Reafon, that I 
have no mind to learn it backward. But if 
he pleafe to look into his Author again, with 
a more impartial Eye, he will find that he 
invidioufly and malicionfly endeavours to 
charge and undervalue Biftiop S.mderfi)?, as 
founding the Adiions of Sub)e(5ls under a 
lliurpation on fuch a Reafon as other Cafuifts 
did not ; and as if he made the prefumptive 
Will of the Prince the fole Reafon : And in 
this Cafe, I think I had Reafon to urge, That 
h* founded the prefumptive Confent of the 
Prince upon the Publick Good ; and I fhall 
not willingly fuffcr fo great a Peifon to be 
fcandalized^ let him put his B's and Cs hew 
he will. 

The la ft Head he propounds is of Obedience 
to Authority, which if it had been more 
thonght of, and better obferved, th^re had 
b:en no occalion to difpute about it now : And 
I wonder with what face thofeMcn c^n name 
O'jcdience to /mthortty, who make it their 
whole Bjfinf fs to juftific Difobedience to Au- 
thority. Heie, after fume little Wit, and much 
trifling, and the Charge of fonie M;ftakts 
upon me, which I think might be cafily re- 
turned, bur 1 will not fpend time about it, 
becanfe they come not up to the Cafe ; at Lft 
he replies to my Anfwcr concerning the Cafe 
of the 7 wii And this is the oiily thing ma- 
te.ial he offers under this Head. My firft 
Anfwcr, Tihit the Jews being governed by one 
of their own Brethren was dejigned as a BU'f* 
Jitig^ the contrary was a Judgment , he doth not 
deny : But he would thence infer this Con- 
fequence, That therefore they might not lawfully 
trofnfer their Allegiance from their own Blood 
ij a Foreigner. And this he thinks he can 
prove faUe. But I do not know how that 
Coufequence follows from my Words. Ttve 



Jews fpontanioufly, wantonly, and- by their 
own Authority, could rot transfer their Alle- 
giance j but when Gjd, for their Sins, depri- 
ved ihem of a particular Privilege and Blefling, 
and put them under the Power of others, and 
they knew it was his Will it Ihould be fu ; 
they were then bound to obey. And thus 
Nenemiah might fervc as G>vernour under Ar- 
taxerxes, and Jaddus take an Oath of Fidelity 
to Darius. And hence you fee on what R%h( 
the Oath w/rs founded. 

Next I urged, that they were under a flate 
of Conqucft, this he doth neither deny, nor 
own it to be our Cafe; and unlefs he doth this 
latter, whatever he infers thence, whether true 
or falie, cannot afTcdl us. And therefore I am 
not further concerned to anfwcr a Man, who 
labours to make aCls of Violence to be ftand- 
inf; Rules for all Seafons. 

In the third place 1 did (as he fays) urge. 

That the Queftion to our Saviour was not con* 

cerning Oaths, but Tribute^ which he grants all 

Caf It/is do allow may be paid, even to an 'Ufurper, 

But then he fays, / k^iotv what Vje, and what 

Gain too, my Adverfary made of this. But if 

he made an ill life of it, how can I4clpit.> 

Muft I Anfwer for that ? As for his tSkn, if 

he mean a Biftxoprick, it is fomcthing $ but 

as to the Merits of the Caufe I cannot fee, that 

he hath Gained anv thing. But after alL loth 

the life anjGain,is an Argument tflAY0lM|fapm 

Dr. Burnet, which runs to this purpqir ; if 

Submiflion may be ttftified one way, why not 

another ? It' Tribute may be paid , why not 

promifid? If promifed, why not fworn > And 

then he asks, Is it not as a Token of /lllegeance ?. 

The Anfwer ii plain. I may fabmit wherein 

it may be done lawfully, but not \^ herein it 

is unlawful. I may pay Money to a Thief, I 

may promife it, yea fuch may be my Streights 

and Dangers, that I may fwear to do it ; and 

yet this is not as a Token of Allegiance, which 

all that time is due to my King, and ought 

not to he made over to a Thief ; it is iheRe- 

demption of my Dfe, or Goods, and the 

choofing a lefe Evil rather than a greater in a 

cafe, wherein I may do it wiihc ut Sin. For 

in fuch cafe, I think, I may lavvfully part 

with my own, though it is unlawful for the 

other to take it. And if tKU A»5\C^^'^ -^>^x«:s^ 



fcere doth ; I Kkc the Title much better than 
Knave, though I am fond of neither. 

Lattly, With rcfpeca to Tibtriui it was urged, 
that no Man had jus fotius^ and that there 
was no prior Oaths in bar againft him , as to 
which he Anfwers, That Agrippa Pojthumus 
was then livingy ou§ much nearer to Auguttus, 
and that feem'd dtjigned by him to fucceed kirn. 
What he means by feem'd defigned I cannot 
tell. Was he really defigned, or not ? It is 
a common thing for Relations to waver in 
their Thoughts, which way they fliall bellow 
their Favours, and fometimes it is a piece of 
Art ; but if Tibcriui was MJigned (as he calls 
i: ) at hft, the Caufe ic fo tar ca(t. But be- 
caufe this will not do, he fays, That thov 
ff*^ 4 jus pot i us in the Senate y from whom even 
Auguftus was willing to receive it. But if 
Augiilius^ who was before Trtm/zf, did re- 
ceive the Senates Right, then their Right was 
gone before Ttberius's time, and fo tlie /.vj po-- 
tius is good on his fide ftill. Befidc by their 
own Laws they might make a Didator, and 
they had adudlly made Julius Cafar perpe- 
tual Dictator, who was before them both, 
andJgSffat very a(2 gave away their Power; 
fogjlpr their giving up to Auguftus, was but 
Selling their Eftate twice. And after all, his 
Author confefles they fwore Allegiance to 
Tibertm^yj^^hert was then their //// pp- . 
8lMPnR<M^prior Oaths he asks me, Pf4>ai 
I^tbink^oj^ the Oath of Jaddus to DariuS)&c. ? 
And in requital I ask him again , What is 
that in bar to the Title of Tiberius ? So that 
if Tiberius was as bad a Man as he reprefents 
him, ( and indeed I never thought him a Saint, 
though for his Art in Diflimulation he might 
' have been qualified for one in thefe times) 
yet in fpite of our Author his Title will prove 
the beft he can fet up. 
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As to the better Title, which he faith he 
will adventure to fet before i»f, he may keep 
it to himfelf ; he hath ofFered his Ware to a 
wrong Chapman * But for his Kindnefs I will 
leave him this Remark, That when the Chil- 
deren of Ifrael forfook the living God to 
woi (hip Graven Images, the greater part were 
always more zealous for their Idols than for 
the true God. ' 

In the Conclufion I find, that our Author 
is fujx)(itiQus of the force of h's Arguments; ) 
for he will not leave me to the Tribunal of* 
Heaven^ but threatens me with being ca/Ud 
to account here^ and I do not queftion but that 
he will do his endeavour, nor do 1 crave any 
Favour at his Hands: He that calls me to 
Sufferings, I hope will enable me to bear them ; 
and in fuch cafe I have no other Remedy, but 
to appeal to the juft God, before whom one 
Day we (hall have a Rehearing. And when 
it comes to my Thoughts how a Tu:k at 
Buday laying his fLnd on his Brelt, promifed 
not to yield up the Town but with his Lite, 
and in purfuance of his Word fo Manfully 
xlefended it , that it coft a viAoricus Army 
dear, and took up almoft two Summers Work, 
and when the Place was Untenable any longer 
might have made honourable Conditions, yet 
rather than break hisPromife, chofe to ftand 
in the Breach, in his Drawers, and tempt and 
defie Death ^ it amazeth me to think, who 
fliadl rife up in Judgment againft this Trea- 
cherous and Perfidious Generation. O God 
rf Goodnefi and Compaffim i in the midji of 
Judgment thinly on Merest have Psty uponthps 
poor difireffed Church, and givi Men a Senfi 
rf that Simplicity , Sineerityy and Integrity^ 
which thy Law fo highly extols and ftriHly re^ 
quires of all who caitbcmfelves Cbrffiians, 
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